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Early Decision
Option Proves
Increasingly
Popular for
Bates Applicants
LIZ MILLER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

ELIZABETH MITCHEll/THE BATES STUDENT

A member of the Bates community makes her way across the Quad yesterday afternoon, carrying with her the day's most effective form of transportation.
Lewiston was slowed to a halt by a fast-falling foot of snow during Monday's storm, which caused both Lewiston and Bates' administrative offices to be closed
after 1 p.m. Students were notified of the closings via Security's Connect-ED system.

There is evidence for increasing
popularity of Early Decision applica¬
tions for Bates College. According to
Wylie Mitchell, Bates College Dean of
Admissions, there has been a 22 per¬
cent increase in applications for Early
Decision compared to last year’s pool.
The number of students who applied
for Early Decision for the class of 2012
has reached a record-breaking 527 after
both Early Decision round one, due on
November 15, and round two, due on
January 1.
“It is very significant and very ex¬
citing for Bates to have attracted such
a significant increase in Early Decision
applications,” Dean Mitchell expressed
in reflection towards the applications.
Students submit an Early Decision
application under a binding agreement
that if accepted, they will enroll at
Bates provided that adequate financial
aid, if applicable, has been awarded.
The binding nature of this agreement
generally influences only students who
are serious about Bates to apply Early
Decision.
Upon addressing the notion that
Early Decision applicants seem to be
very strong academically, Dean Mitchell
remarked, “early applicants are probSee EARLY DECISION, page A4

Candidates Campaign in Annual
Student Government Elections
REGINA TAVANI
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

In a school-wide election to be held this week, the Elec¬
tions and Judiciary Committee (EJC) of the Bates College Stu¬
dent Government hopes to find two new members to fill the
positions of Student Body President and Vice President of
Student Committees for the February 2008 to January 2009
term. Students could nominate themselves for the positions
up until last Thursday evening.
Nominees were required to be sophomores, juniors or
first-semester seniors due to the enormous commitment the
positions require.
In terms of getting the student body to vote in the elec¬
tions, EJC Vice Chair Nick Bauer '08 commented that they
will use many of the usual tactics, including posters from the
Publicity Committee, tabling and emails to the Bates commu¬
nity. The EJC also hopes to take advantage of such electronic
venues as BCTV, on which they hope to film the candidates’
forum, and WRBC, on which they will send out public service
messages.
Current Student Body President Bill Jack '08, who will
be stepping down from his two-year position, said, “Person¬
ally, I just hope people vote. I realize that after two years of
having the same person as president and the same person as
Vice President of Student Committees, people may not feel
like there’s any point in voting. But, this is not the case. Just
because we have not had a turnover in two years ago doesn’t
mean people can’t get in there and change some things.”
Jack also emphasized the need for seniors to vote. “Many

seniors (at least the previous two years) did not think they
could vote for me. That's completely not true. We allow all
currently enrolled students (of which most certainly includes
student studying off-campus) the right to vote,” he said.
In terms of the qualities the EJC seeks in their candidates,
Jack stressed the need for approachability and accessibility,
specifically by communication via email with the student
body and with the greater community both within and out¬
side of Bates.
Jack stated, “A president will need to communicate with
thousands of different people while in office, many of whom
the president will never meet, but from whose contacts may
be of importance...The key thing to be a good president is
terrific communication.”
Candidates running for Student Body President include
Sulochana Dissanayake ’09, Lucy Neely ’08.5, and Paul Suitter ’09. Running for the position of Vice President of Student
Committees are Kimal R. McCarthy ’09 and Doug Ray TO. Ad¬
ditionally, Chiara Passerini TO will be serving as the new Vice
President of Student Clubs.
Students may vote for both Student Body President and
Vice President of Student Committees beginning at 12:00 a.m.
Monday until 12:00 a.m. Wednesday. Once the polls close,
there will be a 48 hour objection period. If no objections are
raised, results will be made public Friday at midnight. If ob¬
jections are raised, results cannot be made public until those
objections are ruled upon.
Interviews with each of the candidates will be available
for viewing on BCTV in concierge this week and at the Bates
iTunes U and the iTunes store.
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Vice President of
Student Clubs
Chiara Passerini TO was nominat¬
ed to the position of Vice President of
Student Clubs, and as the only nomi¬
nee, will accept the position. Passerini
plans to work closely with the Budget
Committee to address the issues of
funding for student clubs.
“The Organizational Review Board
(ORB) approves lots of clubs that can¬
not get funds,” Passerini said. “I would
like to see stricter guidelines as to
what constitutes a club so that there
a fewer clubs who lack adequate
funds.”
Passerini also intends to look more
closely into dubs that are either inac¬
tive or not adequately fulfilling their
roles as clubs, an issue that she and
the ORB are currently seeking to ad¬
dress by revising each dub’s constitu¬
tion.

Meet The Candidates
Student Body President
Sulochana Dissanayake ’08
Dissanayake emphasized her status as an inter¬
national student, stating, “I believe I have a unique
perspective on improvements that can make Bates a
more comfortable home for all its students.” Her three
major objectives include free laundry and photocopy¬
ing, public computers in selected residence halls and
improving athletic facilities in both Merrill and Davis
Fitness Center.

Lucy Neely ’08.5
Neely said, “I will make the system actually work,
make sure you know how it works and who repre¬
sents you, how you can get involved and why you
should get involved. And I want to throw a sweet
community-wide holiday party with mistle-toe and
egg nog for those over 21.”

Paul Suitter ’09
Suitter said that his largest priority is “to give a
strong, effective voice back to the student body,” cit¬
ing his three years experience on the RA and his
hard work influencing the deans to keep Pettengill
open 24 hours when the study space’s all-hours ac¬
cessibility was threatened last year. His other priori¬
ties include working with other student governments
and making course evaluations accessible to Bates
students.

Vice President of Student Committees
Kimal McCarthy ’09
McCarthy said his primary reason for running for
the position is the student body voice. He said, “I
think it is imperative that all committees and decision
making groups here at Bates have at least two stu¬
dents on board, because in the long run we the stu¬
dents are the ones affected. During my time here at
Bates, it seems to me as though student opinion goes
unheard by faculty and administration alike, and that
needs to change.”

Doug Ray TO
Ray said, "It would appear that the voice of the
student has been partially silenced by the adminis¬
tration. I want to revive that voice. What is a college
without students?"

A2

Tuesday, January 15, 2008

FORUM
Qfyz

How are People Pro-Choice for
Humans, but Pro-Life for Chickens?
which ends the life of a human fetus
prior to its birth. Clearly, it would be a
generalization to say that all vegans are
EDITOR
pro-choice; it is likely that some vegans
side with the pro-life camp. But, while
As I enjoyed a
vegans appear to be disgusted by the
dinner of vegan torpossibility of putting any animal, infan¬
tellini in Commons
tile or mature, to death for a human
this week, I began to ponder vegan¬
purpose, the death of a child incubat¬
ism. While a relatively small popula¬
ing in its mother’s womb seems to be,
tion subscribes to this strict diet of pure
at the very least, less consequential to
vegetarianism, Bates College Commons
some in this morally minded group.
provides a nightly Vegan Bar, which of¬
My first question to a vegan of the profers a variety of foods that are entirely
choice persuasion would be, “Why is it
free of animal products. It has been
wrong
to kill a fertilized chicken egg
estimated that approximately 1.4% of
but not a human fetus?” If consump¬
the U.S. population follows the vegan
tion of a chicken egg for a human’s
lifestyle, which forbids the inclusion
energy is un¬
of any sort of
fair because it
animal product
ends the pos¬
in both food
sibility
of a
and clothing,
“My
first
question
to
a
wonderful
life
including dairy,
for that pre¬
honey,
and
vegan of the pro-choice
natal chicken,
animal
wool
should not the
(Vegetarian Re¬
persuasion would be, "Why abortion of a
source Group,
human fetus
2006, www.vrg.
is it wrong to kill a fertil¬
based on the
org).
mother’s desire
It is certain¬
ized chicken egg but not a to
be childless
ly
surprising
be
considered
human fetus?”
that Bates Col¬
equally
unfair?
lege so intently
At
the
very
considers the
least, a human
needs of this
should be con¬
particular mi¬
sidered to be
nority, which comprises such a small
an animal equal to the chicken whose
percentage of the population. Perhaps
life vegans so strongly protect. If this
there is a stronger presence of vegans
is the case, humans, just like farm ani¬
on campus than was estimated by the
mals,
can “experience pain when they
national average, due to the strong
are mutilated, injured or ill, develop
liberal influence on this New England
complex relationships with others and
campus, as well as the availability of
understand the world around them”
vegan products by our conscientious
(vegforlife.org). If eating an egg for
dining services. But even if these pos¬
breakfast is cheating that chicken out
sible influences were considered, the
of complex relationships and aware¬
amount of vegans on campus would
ness, is the aborted human child not
still be seen as an incredibly small mi¬
missing out on these opportunities to
nority. Taking this probability into ac¬
a greater extent? And if the emotional
count, Commons’ effort to provide such
and physical pain experienced by the
a small portion of the student popula¬
hen producing that egg is so wrong,
tion with a variety of dietary options
is not the emotional and physical pain
each night should be seen not only as
that an aborting mother goes through
surprising, but also as very admirable.
exponentially worse?
While the reasons a person has
Some pro-choice vegans may argue
for becoming a vegan undoubtedly dif¬
that they do not support the killing of
fer, one of the prime motivations is to
the human fetus, but rather the pro¬
make a personal effort to end cruelty to
tection of a woman’s right to choose.
animals. Vegans often not only oppose
Does that then mean that if the chicken
the harsh treatment that many farm
had the choice to kill its egg, it would
animals live under, but also the killing
not be wrong to eat it? If so, the whole
of animals for human consumption. As
ethos of veganism lies in the fact that
one vegan web site suggests, it is not
farm animals are not strongly devel¬
only unnecessary for humans to eat
oped enough cognitively to make their
animals, but it is also morally wrong,
own choices. Going by that argument,
as animals have a central nervous sys¬
plants are also not strongly developed
tem, allowing them to feel physical
enough to make their own decisions,
and emotional pain (vegforlife.org).
and therefore should also not be killed
Whether or not a person agrees with
for consumption. Clearly, the entire
the ethos of veganism, this compassion
food chain is based on a hierarchy of
for animals of all kinds is certainly ad¬
development, with animals with greater
mirable.
physical and mental prowess feeding
It is interesting to consider, how¬
on weaker species. Perhaps the vegans
ever, that many vegans have politically
in question should focus less on the
and socially liberal leanings, often fight¬
moral implications of eating a chicken
ing for protection of the environment
for dinner, and more on the improve¬
and worker’s rights. It would there¬
ment of the treatment of farm animals
fore not be a stretch to presume that
destined to end up on the dinner plates
many of these vegans are against the
of the majority of Americans.
morally debated practice of abortion,
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Departing Campus Leaders Feel StudentAdmin. Relations are on the Fritz... Still
To the Editor:
During the fall semester, President
Hansen appointed a group of faculty,
staff and one student to serve on the
Steering Group that oversees discus¬
sions about the College’s future. The
Bates College Student Government
(BCSG) was asked to select one addi¬
tional student to serve on the Steering
Group. Our requests for the identity
of the student President Hansen hand¬
picked were denied and we were
instructed to continue our process
without knowing who the appointed
student was. In early December, the
BCSG’s student appointee, Ben Hester
10, requested the BCSG to select three
students to serve on working groups
of the Steering Group. At that point,
three other students were already se¬
lected by the Steering Group to serve
on various working groups. When we
asked why the identities of these three
students also were confidential, we re¬
ceived insufficient rationale.
The college’s administration, faculty
and staff profess constantly that Bates
is a responsive and open community.
We beg to differ. How are we, as the
two campus-wide elected students,
able to do our jobs if the people we try
to work with do not treat us as equal

members of this community by com¬
municating with us honestly and open¬
ly? The described appointment process
left a bitter taste. Instead of openness,
we witnessed secrecy; and instead of
cooperation, we experienced irrespon¬
siveness. This is not the kind of com¬
munity we should learn in.
While both of us can rightly claim
competency and experience with cam¬
pus business, we are often treated dif¬
ferently. The Steering Group example
indicates a larger issue, namely that
many administrators, faculty and staff
members view students as clueless
and ignorant. Firstly, if students are
not competent enough to engage in a
partnership with the college’s salaried
leaders, that speaks poorly about the
education we receive here. Secondly,
we thought Bates taught us how to
make a difference in our communi¬
ties and give back to our peers. Yet,
when we try to make these differences
at Bates, we are ignored, dismissed or
shut out. How can anyone expect us
to feel good about being able to make
changes in the world after we leave
Bates when reactions we encounter
here imply the opposite?
Over two terms in our current posi¬
tions, we invested countless hours into

enhancing student life. However, as we
prepare to leave office, we wonder if
we accomplished any significant bet¬
terment. More importantly, we ques¬
tion whether we helped improve rela¬
tions between the administration and
the student body. We think not. Having
spent half our Bates careers working
to convince administrators, faculty and
staff that students desire a place at the
table, that they want to be involved
and do care, we leave office thinking
our simple message has not hit home.
We are at the same point now as two
years ago, a point where students are
not fully included in the college’s de¬
cision-making process. If, after diligent
efforts, this is our assessment, there
is seemingly little hope for the status
quo to shift to the positive. As we re¬
flect on this disappointing ending, we
wish whoever succeeds us better luck
achieving well-needed change.
Sincerely,
Bill K. Jack ’08, President
Kristofer Jonsson ’08, Vice Presi¬
dent of Student Committees

Current Students Should Embrace the Puddle
Jump Each Year as Alums Have Before
To the Editor:
I would like to issue a challenge
to members of the Bates community to
embrace the Puddle in the same way I
did. Over my four years at Bates, I was
the first to take the frigid plunge into
Lake Andrews for the Puddle Jump ev¬
ery time. My freshman year I eagerly
awaited the Puddle Jump and showed
up early to help cut the hole. Once
the hole was cut, I was ready to go,
and made the jump. The feeling was
so exhilarating that I knew this was an
experience I would treasure. My soph¬
omore and junior years I had to catch
buses for away hockey games, so I
again helped cut the ice and made the
jump early, before running off. Sopho¬

more year I was in such a rush, I actu¬
ally jumped in my boxers and sprint¬
ed barefoot to Adams in ten degree
weather for a hot shower and a towel
graciously lent to me by my girlfriend.
My senior year I knew I had to solidify
my legacy and again took the plunge
first, in front of the biggest crowd I
had ever seen gather no less. After the
jump, I grabbed my wet clothes and
sprinted off for another hockey game
without time to even rinse off (a home
game this time at least!).
Although most members of the
Bates community may find me slightly
insane for completing such a feat, I en¬
courage everyone to at least make the
plunge once. I jumped in the puddle

about 15 times during my Bates tenure
(sober every time believe it or not) and
came to actually appreciate the odor
of rotting algae and pond scum (which
is the worst in the early spring and
best in the fall). Whether jumping in
with the rugby team after the grueling
Montello Street run, rinsing off after
mud sliding or just cooling down on
a hot day, I loved the invigorating and
refreshing nature of Lake Andrews. I
am sure that many other Batesies will
agree with me when I say that by em¬
bracing the puddle’s murky waters will
bring your heart closer to our wonder¬
ful college.
-Chris Theile ’07

The Campaign for Sustainable Textbooks:
How to Make Costly Books More Accessible to All Students
FABIO PERIERA
COLUMNIST

The new semes¬
ter has arrived, and
with it comes the re¬
quirement that students diligently file
into the bookstore or trawl Amazon,
com for textbooks. For the courses we
are required to take, in whatever disci¬
pline, we are required to spend some¬
times upwards of $100 per textbook,
some of which might only see the light
of day a handful of times during the
semester.
Some professors, conscious of the
cost of textbooks and the fact that not
all students can afford them, diligently
copy the required readings from the
free copy of the textbook they are
provided with and put the readings on
Lyceum. Or, if the whole textbook is
needed, they place a copy or two on
reserve in the library. To those pro¬
fessors, I thank you for leading by ex¬
ample.
I am not buying any textbooks this
semester because, quite frankly, I can¬
not afford them. Instead, I am turning
to the library to provide me with some
of them via the Reserve System, MaineCat and NExpress. Some textbooks I
will not be able to get from the library;
the library has a policy against InterLibrary Loaning textbooks to students
because students refuse to return the
book until the semester’s end and the
library becomes liable for replacing
expensive textbooks.
The cost of textbooks is ridiculous
and unnecessary, and if the college
was as committed to guaranteeing all
Bates students access to a good educa¬
tion as it says, it would do something
about this problem. The argument that
spending nearly $900 per semester on

books constitutes an investment in
education is stupid. Yet that is the av¬
erage amount spent per student as re¬
ported by Michael Granof, professor of
accounting at the University of Texas'
in the New York Times.
While studying at University Col¬
lege London professors made a point
of telling students to get copies of
readings, and books from the depart¬
ment library or from the university li¬
brary. UCL is one of the top univer¬
sities in the world and Bates is not.
Clearly, throwing money at publishers
for books has no correlation to learn¬
ing or prestige.
This problem needs addressing
and so I want to go some of the way
towards achieving a solution by offer¬
ing one.
The Sustainable Bates Textbook
Proposal:
“The College should require that
every Department and Program be re¬
quired to purchase multiple copies of
all textbooks required for the courses
they offer. The number of copies pur¬
chased by each Department and Pro¬
gram should be 20 percent of a course’s
enrollment cap and no less than five
copies. These copies would have to
be made available to students, either
through a Department-maintained li¬
brary or through the reserve system at
Ladd Library.”
At bare minimum, establishing
this requirement would achieve a few
highly desirable results. First, it would
help to mitigate the cost of education
for students and families by offering
the college’s most disadvantaged stu¬
dents an alternative means of access¬
ing information they are required to
learn. Financial aid, even when it cov¬
ers books, does not often cover the full
cost of books, so students are required
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to make hard choices about which
classes they can sacrifice having books
for and which they cannot.
Second, requiring departments to
buy multiple copies of books would
force departments to consider wheth¬
er changing to a new edition is really
necessary. Simply put, a cleaner layout
and prettier pictures are not sufficient
reasons to change books if the under¬
lying information is the same. It is one
thing if a new edition offers new infor¬
mation to students; then, fair enough.
If not, then it is the worst kind of insen¬
sitivity a department and professor can
show students: older-edition textbooks
that cannot be sold back sink students
with a net loss, and new textbooks that
inevitably cost more are foisted upon
a new class of students, without regard
to their individual financial situations.
Third, and finally, implementing
this solution would push professors
to make more class readings available
through alternate means.
Lyceum,
while a clumsy substitute for WebCT,
does provide professors with a way
of disseminating copyrighted materi¬
als to students without violating copy¬
right law. It should be used, especially
when doing so would save students
having to purchase an entire book for
only three readings. And if professors
have trouble converting documents to
PDF files and uploading them, then
there are plenty of students looking
for on-campus work that could do the
work for them.
As the cost of attending college
keeps rising, it falls upon institutions
like Bates to guarantee all their stu¬
dents access to educational materials.
Stemming book costs, either through
the Sustainable Bates Textbook Pro¬
posal, or some other plan, would go
a long way towards making that hap¬
pen.
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The Real Reason I Want a Job
TOM FLANAGAN

11,155
Number of small coal mines
closed in China as part of an effort to
crackdown on the high death toll in
the industry. Last year 3,786 people
died in the mining industry, most of
the deaths occurring in small mines.
China used 2.5 billion tons of coal
last year.
95 and 96
Percentage of white people in the
total population of Iowa and New
Hampshire, respectively. With the
early caucuses some critics say the
two states have too much influence
on the election process, Iowa has a
total population of 3 million people
while New Hampshire has a total
population of 1.3 million people. The
states combine to make up less than
1.5 percent of the total US popula¬
tion.
2
i

Number of days a chicken sur¬
vived in a freezer, after having been
put in it by a Chinese man who
believed it was dead. Gan Shugen
received the hen as a present from
relatives. He says he will not eat the
hen but take care of it in his home.
4,600
The amount of money that actor
Michael Douglas contributed to the
presidential campaigns of Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Barack Obama, Bill
Richardson and Chris Dodd. $2,300
went to the primary campaign and
$2,300 went to the general election.
Douglas also donated $1,500 to Den¬
nis Kucinich. Other generous dona¬
tions to the presidential campaign
came from Hollywood stars Paul
Newman and Barbra Streisand.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Now that second semes¬
ter is under way, more and
more seniors will likely begin feeling more and
more stressed about finding a job immediately
after graduation. The OCS will have a line run¬
ning out the front door onto Frye St., dubs will
be suddenly overwhelmed by desperate resume
stuffers, and the e-mails we send to our various
networking contacts will begin slowly escalating
toward either pathetic pleas or maniacal threats.
Employment anxiety is understandable this
time of year, since graduation feels closer than
ever and so many of us have been conduct¬
ing our job searches in the same blissful
ly half-assed manner in which so many
of us do most things around here.
Speaking of which, my friend who
started his thesis over Thanksgiv¬
ing break got an “A.” All hail the
king.
While it often seems that
all seniors are in die same
boat, though, there is a
major difference that
separates the hordes of
equally stressed seniors,
and that is the particular
reason why we each want
a job so badly. There are all
sorts of different motivators
out there, and everyone has
their own personal priori¬
ties. As is usually the case,
though, most of us fall into
one of two neat categories.
Tire most popular is a
simple urge to get the hell
out of your parents’ house,
an escape that really can’t
happen without a solid job, unless you’re okay
with moving out to a prison or a poorhouse. I
definitely don’t fit in this category, because my
parents’ house is actually a place filled with
magic. 1 can sit on the couch all day, steadily
stuffing my face like Jabba the Hutt, and within
a couple of days all die food I’ve devoured has
miraculously re-spawned in the fridge. Similarly,
at the end of the day I take all my dirty clothes
and just throw them on the ground, and while

The Writers' Strike is Ruining the Primaries
JOHN MILEY

11

Number of points that the New
England Patriots beat the Jacksonville
Jaguars by in Saturday night's game.
The final score was 31-20, continuing
the Patriot’s perfect season.
100
The estimated number of pant¬
less subway riders on the Boston's T
during last Saturday night’s “No Pants
2k8.” Boston has not been the first
city to be hit by this prank, which
was started by a comedy troupe in
New York City.
20

Inches of snow in some areas of
New England after the storm this
Monday. An estimated 12 to 20 inches
of snow fell in Southern Maine. Hun¬
dreds of public and private schools
were cancelled across the region.
Last month was the snowiest Decem¬
ber on record in some parts of New
England.
101

Miles per hour that basketball star
Lebron James admitted to driving at 3
a.m. on Dec. 30. James was driving in
a 65 m.p.h. zone and the patrol offi¬
cer said it was his first time speeding.
James received the ticket on his 23rd
birthday.

don’t necessarily need my own money for that.
This is especially true if you’re lucky enough to
have a friend who enjoys acting as if his wallet
is full of Monopoly money, because there’s no
adrenaline rush quite like riding sidecar with a
rainmaker when he’s going on a spend¬
ing spree. You find yourself skipping up
and down aisles, giggling uncontrol¬
lably while you throw stuff in his
carriage. Even complete gar¬
bage seems suddenly worth
convincing him to buy.
It’s almost like being in
“Entourage,” except our
weather sucks and we’re
the only ones who think
We’re cool. Aside from
mooching off friends
and family, I could al¬
ways just rely on ran¬
dom birthday cards, re¬
cyclable returns and the
occasional scratch tick¬
et to make ends meet.
Who knows, maybe I
can provoke one of my
neighbors’ dogs to bite
me and make out well
in a lawsuit. The pos¬
sibilities are really lim¬
itless.
Now, it may seem
I don’t want a job
at all, given that I re¬
ally don’t care about
moving out of my child¬
hood bedroom (where
my feet hang off my bed
and youth soccer tro¬
phies abound) or having
financial independence,
but that’s not the case at
all. I desperately want a
job upon graduation, just
KELLY G0LL0GLY/THE BATES STUDENT
not for those classic reasons.
The painful truth is that if I don’t have something
pia. Would you be in a hurry to move out of diis
to do after graduation, by mid-June I will most
house? Me neither.
likely be murdered by a member of my immedi¬
The odier major reason most seniors are
ate family.
gnawing at the bit to find a job right away is to be
I came to this realization over winter break,
financially independent and actually have some
during which I believed I would be working ev¬
money for the first time in their lives. This also
ery single day but ended up working only three
doesn’t really interest me that much. I suppose
it’d be fun to be able to buy some nice things,
See POST-GRAD EMPLOYMENT, page A4
or maybe even just some decent things, but I

I’m sleeping magical laundry fairies whisk them
away to the cellar, wash, dr}' and iron them, and
then flutter their little wings to bring it all back
up to my bedroom. Maybe the best example is
when I feel like the multiple towers of DVDs that
we have don’t quite cut it and I dive into the On
Demand selections. I know that it says each
movie costs $3-99, yet no one shows up to
ask me for money and the
movie plays anyway. It’s
like a young man’s uto¬

ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR

The 2008 Presidential Elec¬
tion takes place in November. So
why are we inundated with news
about candidates, policies and
debates when we have such a long time before
we find out who the next president will be? The
reason is that our election process is long. Very
long. As of now, we have over 300 more days of
news coverage, pie charts and polls. This cover¬
age usually isn’t so bad and I am typically able
to make some sense out of the absurdity. Not
this year though. Because of the ongoing writ¬
ers’ strike, there is no fake news to switch over
to when the real news turn out to be, well, just a
little too absurd.
I see the election process as entertainment.
It is even more entertaining when there are peo¬
ple to make fun of it. Unfortunately, because of
the writers’ strike, two politically-centered news
shows, “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart,” and
“The Colbert Report,” have only just recently come
back on the air. What’s even worse is that they are
without writers. While both shows resemble what
they have been in the past, without writers they
are missing the wit that is necessary to make sense
of this whole process.
Iowa and New Hampshire results are in. Three
Democratic candidates have dropped out: Senator
Joe Biden, Senator Chris Dodd and Governor Bill
Richardson. Millions of dollars have been spent on
campaigns along with hundreds of dollars on hair¬
cuts. Candidates have touted experience, called
for change and gone to great lengths to woo vot¬
ers and capture states. News programs follow the
election results as they happen and even predict
who will win before he or she actually does.
Yet this is only the beginning. As many news
outlets are reporting, New Hampshire and Iowa
represent less than two percent of the total US
population. But these results have led candidates
to call it quits, while others seem to be in too deep
of a hole to dig themselves out. Did I mention we
have over 300 more days of this? Members of the
Writers Guild of America must be getting anxious
and almost ready to explode with each oppor¬
tunity they miss for the perfect joke. It’s like my

high school presidential election when one of the
candidates promised Jell-O wrestling. Of course
she won, but imagine if we hadn’t been allowed
to make fun of her?
Conan O’Brien and Jay Leno are back on the
air with their late night talk shows without writ-

“Like any 18- to 35year-old, an important
part of what I learn
about the candidates
comes from late night
talk shows.”

ers. Because David Letterman owns the company
that produces his show, World Wide Pants, he has
reached an interim agreement with the writers for
both his late night show and the “Late Late Show
with Craig Ferguson,” which his company also
produces. Even with the big four late night shows
back on the air, and Jon Stewart and Stephen Col¬
bert reporting the fake news, we are still missing
an important piece part of the campaign process.
Like any 18- to 35-year-old, an important part of
what I learn about the candidates comes from late
night talk shows.
I would pick the two best daily shows to un¬
ravel the intricacies of the campaigns as “Late
Night with Conan O’Brien” and “The Daily Show
with Jon Stewart.” Sometimes it helps to take a
step back and stop analyzing the candidates and
just see where the humor is. There is usually a lot.
Strangely enough, sometimes you learn a lot from
just seeing what you can make of.
I remember the 2000 Presidential Election and
the days that followed when it was uncertain just
who had won, Al Gore or George W. Bush. While
the results are still controversial, I taped the two
weeks of Conan O’Brien that followed. Conan

“interviewed” both Bush and Gore, by having a
picture on a television screen next to him and an
actor with moving lips to impersonate each politi¬
cian. It was a strange time for the US and Conan
captured it perfectly by having interviews where
Gore was giddy with winning the popular vote
and being “popular” while Bush was confused
with the geography of the red and blue states. A
lot of the humor is so stupid it’s smart or so smart
it’s stupid, I don’t know which. Conan went to
Harvard after all, and while it’s no Bates College,
it’s not an institution to take lightly either.
It was fictional and over the top, but you
couldn’t make up what happened during the 2000
election, In the same way, Jon Stewart reports fake
news that is smart enough to go beyond the joke.
Oddly enough, sometimes his fake news makes
more sense than the real news. The similarity be¬
tween the real news and the fake news on a com¬
edy show is that both are looking for viewers and
ratings. By being satirical, Stewart and his writers
somehow delve deeper into issues. Sometimes
they just make fun of it, which is a good thing
in a process that can drag on and play out like
a year-long soap opera. Candidates debate and
make public appearances so much that they can
become more and more convoluted and help cre¬
ate what ends up becoming a popularity contest.
This makes sense, because if they want to win,
they need the most votes, but it also makes them
clear targets for social satire.
If you feel like something is missing from the
2008 Presidential Election, you’re not alone. While
some of the shows we love are back on the air,
many of them aren’t there in full force. “Saturday
Night Live,” one the most popular shows for po¬
litical satire, is still missing. Who can forget Will
Ferrell’s impersonation of George W. Bush? While
I’m watching a little more CNN than Comedy
Central these days, I’m still hoping the strike will
end and the writers will come back stronger than
ever. Until then, I have no idea what candidate to
vote for. Regardless of what your political beliefs
are, everyone laughs, and everyone likes to see
the ridiculousness of the election brought to the
forefront of conversation. My New Year’s resolu¬
tion is more comedians and jokes, less pundits
and analyses. We still have a long, and hopefully
humorous, way to go. See you in November.

160,000
Number of iTasers sold in the US.
The gadget combines a Taser stun
gun along with a one-gigabyte MP3
player in the holster. Tasers are legal
in 43 states. The device is aimed at
women, and the holsters are made
in red, pink or even leopard skin
designs.
ananova.com, boston.com, cnn.
com, suntimes.com, espn.com

WANT TO WRITE FOR
Interested in writing for Bates’ only

pates:
Thursday Jan. 19 at 7 p.m.
Skelton Lounge

tubent?

student-run, weekly publication?
Want to see your work published?
Want to fluff your resume? Come to
the new writers meeting!

■
■
■
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Post-Grad Employment:
A Matter of Life and Death
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A3

Watching friends fall
down in Monday's
snowstorm

t

Is there a better way
to start your week?

Primaries kick into
gear

t

Is it too late for a
Brady-Moss ticket?

Back from break and
first week of classes

4

And I was just
getting really good at
watcthing TV.

Students return from
abroad only to be
buried in snow

i

You left for ttje wrong
semester.

.

i
j

f
[
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times, two of which were only for half a day. My
employer could have cut back my hours because
I’m a complete liability behind the wheel of a
company truck and a little scrawny to be lug¬
ging 100-pound bundles of hardwood flooring up
stairs all day, but they told me they just weren’t
that busy. Regardless of why, though, the result
was that I had absolutely nothing to do for long
stretches of time during this break, and this brief
glimpse of what could be “post-grad Tom” didn’t
exactly have my whole family counting down the
days until I move home.
Without any sort of structure in my day, I re¬
gressed to carrying out only the most basic hu¬
man functions: I ate, drank and slept in glutton¬
ous quantities and did almost nothing else. At
one point I think I spent a few days in a row in
that bizarre state where you’re not quite awake
and not quite asleep, just lying on the couch with
a movie on, but rolled over facing away from the
TV. During that stretch, for some reason, some¬
body at HBO just couldn’t get enough of “Dreamgirls.” And you know what? Neither could I. That
movie was pumping on full blast pretty much at
all times when I was home, and judging by some
of the looks I got, the rest of the Flanagans just
aren’t suckers for a great musical like I am.

I really went down the tubes fast. For exam¬
ple, as far as my daily priorities went, showering
was completely pushed to the backburner, plain
and simple. Also, somewhere around Dec. 27, I
got my hands on a comfy pair of sweatpants and
apparently thought to myself, “You know what?
I like these so much, I’ll wear them every single
day for the rest of break.” My laptop became an
appendage of my body, so much so that my be¬
loved sweatpants almost burst into flames a few
times. If you had quizzed me on the Facebook
profiles of all my friends, my score probably
would have scared you.
As you may have guessed, this pattern of be¬
havior made me an unpopular resident at 468
Summer St., and the experience may actually
cause my mother to start sending out my resume
herself. She’s a very sweet woman, but there’s
only so much she can handle and I’m pretty
sure I’ve blown past her boiling point. So, yes,
I want a job, but not because I’m worried about
silly things like money, independence and being
a contributing member of society. I want a job
because I’m worried that I’ll be lying half-asleep
with my face buried in our couch cushions and
“Dreamgirls” will be blaring so loudly that I can’t
hear my mother and little sister sneaking up to
smother me.

. . TOP 10 REASONS SOME quy ALWAys
JU.MP.S IN THE PbUNN-E NAKEP

io. Because he’s from, a worm climate, he’s iaover
heard of s,brtnlfzac)e.
J. even if you aren't, he's comfortable with his
body.
g. He wawts to meet new people... while na\zed.
J-. He's desperate to show off his new tattoo, yes,
he 0ot one there.,
- •
o. tte realty wants, to "mafee a splash."

786-7272

fk

5. He's homesick? for the wudist colony he was

brou0ht up iw.
4. He caia, help out by beiw0 able to cut holes In the
ice with his nipples.
- r
- .py
3. New vnanv>ay. 6tA,ou0h said.
2. He has so much body hair that he thii/Ues people
won't notice he's na'ned. .
i. tAwlitee Bates, he's well-ewdowed.

786-7272
Better Ingredients
Better Pizza.

Study Break Special j
From 10 pm -1 am
Buy 1 Large or X-Large Pizza And
Get 1 FREE

j
j

*Free pizza must be of equal or lesser value. Available for pick-up
or delivery on Bates College campus.

•
•
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2007 The Marne Thing. Inc Not valid with my other offer. Prices may vary and do not include bottie deposit. Customer pays all applicable taxes, including
sales tax. Valid at participating stores only. Prices subject to change without notice. Additional toppings extra. Limited delivery area. Delivery charges
may apply. Our drivers carry less then $20.00. Puces valid until July 31,2008
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College Women Have the Edge in Grades, Academic Drive
National studies have revealed that more women than men are applying to colleges and striving harder, with more success, once
they reach campus. The Student found that, while not as dramatically, this nationwide trend has made its way to Bates.
REOINA TAVANI
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

affirmative action can’t effectively solve first-year students are women.” Likewise,
the issue. According to the article, wom¬ according to the Common Data Set for
en equate to 58 percent of the student the 2006-2007 academic year, 266 of the
body at both two- and four-year colleg¬ 492 members of the class of 2010 were
es. They are also a majority at graduate women, again accounting for approxiand professional schools.
' mately 54 percent of the class.
How has this phenomenon mani¬
Bates, then, appears to be some¬
fested itself at Bates? Though it is ul¬ what consistent with the national trend.
timately difficult to quantify such phe- But unlike some other schools, it does

with the New York Times article, which
mentioned that at private, selective in¬
stitutions like Bates, relatively large and
talented applicant pools “let [admissions
committees] fill their classes with any
desired mix of highly-qualified men and
women.”
The article also considered the so¬
cioeconomic factor of the new gender

In the summer of 2006, The New
York Times published an article by
Tamar Lewin revealing an interesting
trend: across the nation, women are
outperforming their male counterparts
at college. Females, who
became the majority on
college campuses a mere
quarter of a century ago,
are more likely to obtain
bachelor’s degrees, gradu¬
ate in four or five years and
get better grades, according
to the article.
Lewin suggests that one
possible explanation for this
trend involves the women’s
movement and the urgen¬
cy it has placed on young
women to succeed. This
urgency contrasts greatly
to young men, who argu¬
(42%)
ably feel a greater sense of
entitlement to their being at
college and a sense of reas¬
surance that they will suc¬
ceed in the career world
given their long-established
presence in both. This is
also logical given that level
of education has a more
substantial effect on future
income for women that it
does for men.
,*■,+ ■
The article cited two
national studies in which
college men said they
Student Body by Gender:
Student Body by Gender:
spent less time studying
National Average
Bates Class of 2011
and more time socializing
as compared to women. In
general, males displayed
3.50
a much more carefree at¬
100
titude about academics,
devoting their spare time
3.25
to video games rather than
80
trying to get an edge aca¬
demically. The article also
noted, however, that rather
than women’s liberation
60
or changing gender roles,
some researchers simply
believe that the nature of
40
maleness in itself contrib¬
utes to the gender differ¬
ence in college lifestyles.
In the modern age, with
20
“femaleness” just as strong,
if not stronger a presence
77.5%
on college campuses, the
2.00 L
more carefree and laidback
Male
Female
Mean
Male
Female
attitude of male students
becomes much more ap¬
Bates Class of 2007 Average GPA by Gender
Plans to Pursue Advanced Degree After
parent than it did when
male students had no other
group to which they could
nomena as success and drive, statistics not appear that Bates is making conces¬ gap; said Lewin, “the lower the family
compare their leisure and study habits.
tracing
Bates students from their ap¬ sions toward male applicants to obtain a income, the greater the disparity be¬
Whatever the reason for this trend,
women are now applying to college in plication through their graduation and better gender balance. According to the tween men and women attending col¬
greater numbers than men and are out¬ career plans help reveal how Bates fits 2006-2007 Common Data Set, approxi¬ lege.” At Bates, most students come
mately 31 percent of both male and fe¬ from families with relatively high fam¬
performing them once there. To combat into the larger picture.
Dean of Admissions Wylie Mitchell male applicants were admitted, despite ily incomes, so the differences in male
the problem, some colleges have resort¬
ed to giving male applicants a boost in said that “typically, more women apply the fact that women, as Mitchell said, versus female performance at Bates are
the admissions process. But even such and make up just over 50 percent of the made up a greater part—55 percent—of bound to be less striking than at more
class; this year 54 percent of the current the applicant pool. This too is consistent socioeconomically-diverse institutions.

Breaking Down the Gender Gap

Men

,

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Events
As always, classes will be cancelled for observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Throughout the day, the
College will offer a number of special events under this year's theme: "Modernizing King: Old Struggles, New Roots."

Meeting With the Debaters
Time; 9 a.m.
Location: Chase Hall Lounge
Reception: Meet the students from Morehouse and
Bates College who will take part in the morning's de¬
bate.

Debate: Morehouse at Bates
Time; 9:30 a.m.
Location: Chase Hall Lounge
Oratory: In "Minutes and Words of Eternity: The Dr.
Benjamin Elijah Mays Speech Invitational," members of
the Morehouse and Bates debate teams will argue the
topic, "This house would require that electronic waste be
disposed of in the nations that produce it."

"Modernizing King: Old Roots, New Struggles." See a
complete listing www.bates.edu/xl71952.xml.

Cultural Event
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Olin Arts Center Concert Hall
Performance/Bates students commissioned to create
cultural work for Martin Luther King Day 2008 present
music, dance and spoken-word pieces. The evening
features senior Greg Waters of London, England, jazz;
juniors Kevin Chambers, of East Orange, NJ; and Shawki
White of Danville, Ill., hip hop/rap; senior Alissa Horow¬
itz, of Yorktown Heights, NY, dance; and Sulo Dissanayake of Pita Kotte, Sri Lanka, dramatic performance.

MLK Read-in at Martel School
Address from Rev. Lawrence Carter
Time: 10:45 a.m.
Location: Bates College Chapel
Keynote Address: Delivered by the Rev. Lawrence
Carter, professor of religion at Morehouse College and
curator and first dean of the college's Martin Luther King
Jr. International Chapel.

Workshop Sessions
Time: 1:20 to 2:30, 2:35 to 3:50 & 4 to 5:15
p.m.
Location: Pettengill Hall and Dana Chemis¬
try classrooms
Concurrent Workshop Sessions: Students, staff, guests
and faculty lead readings, presentations and discus¬
sions focused on various topics tied to the day's theme,

Time: Wednesday, Jan. 23 at 1:30 p.m.
Location: Martel School
Annual MLK Read-In: Faculty, staff, students and
members of the community will share a picture book
with Martel School students in grades 4-6.

In the lobby of Ladd Library, an exhibition celebrating
Benjamin Mays, Class of 1920, and his contributions to
civil rights will be on display through the month of May.

Courtesy of Office of Communications and Media
Relations

But consistent differences in cumu¬
lative grade point averages between
male and female students at Bates
seem to substantiate Lewin’s claim that
women in general are more driven than
men to earn high grades at college. In
the past §even years, the average fe¬
male GPA has been approximately 0.2
points higher than the average male
GPA. Every year, women
have graduated with GPA’s
above the class mean, while
men’s GPA’s fell below the
mean. For the class of 2007,
the gap was slightly smaller,
with males graduating with
an average GPA of 3.22 and
females graduating with an
average of 3-36, each deviat¬
ing from a mean of 3.29.
Data on use of time from
the 2001 Senior Survey fur¬
ther corroborates with the
article’s findings. Accord¬
ing to the survey, a greater
percentage of women spent
more hours per week doing
academic work (nearly 90
percent of female students
spent 30 hours or more on
academic work, whereas
only about 77 percent of the
male population did). Yet in
terms of plans for future ed¬
ucation, males rated them¬
selves as slightly higher to
pursue an advanced degree
(79.5 percent as compared
to 77.5 percent of women).
The only individual excep¬
tion to this trend was in a
potential master’s degree,
with 51.6 percent of women
planning to pursue one as
opposed to only 34.4 per¬
cent of men, though men
rated themselves as more
likely to pursue doctorates,
as well as law, business and
medical degrees.
Perhaps, then, some re¬
searchers are correct in hy¬
pothesizing that women’s
comparable drive and ambi¬
tion to men while in college
may be explained by male¬
ness itself or a male sense
of security and entitlement
concerning his professional
future.
It seems this could very
well be the case at Bates,
where men, despite their
lower GPA’s and lesser focus
on academic work, appear
Bates
slightly more likely to pur¬
sue advanced degrees once
out of college. Of course,
the gap in performance is bound to be
smaller at a school such as Bates with
a population more academically gifted
and economically privileged than the
average college. But the differences
exposed in the college’s data, however
small, reveal that even at Bates, female
students do seem to have the larger
drive and the academic edge.

Early Decision Draws Pool
Largely from the Northeast
ist under the benefit that their applica¬
tion will be viewed in a pool of around
500, as opposed to the 5,000 applica¬
ably a little more qualified.”
tions
viewed in Regular Decision. For
Along with the increase in Early De¬
cision applications has come an increase the College, an incentive for Early Deci¬
in multicultural applications. “More ap¬ sion applicants lies in creating a higher
plications are coming from those who yield as well as being able to read an
identify as [AHANA, African, Hispanic, application pool of passionate students
Asian, Native American] then ever be¬ who know they want to go to Bates.
Yet there
fore,” said Dean
exist
difficul¬
Mitchell in refer¬
ties
around
ence to the aug¬
processing
mented multicul¬
Early
Deci¬
tural statistics.
sion, address¬
Yet
while
ing the ques¬
the trend ap¬
tion
of what
plies to those
percentage
of
in the Regular
the
student
Decision pool,
body should
Early Decision
be
admitted
applications continue to arrive primarily
from those in the New England region early. Dean Mitchell explained that the
college knows it has 30 to 40 percent of
and less from multicultural minorities.
Dean Mitchell believes that “it is a its class in place when deciding on its
New England phenomenon to apply Ear¬ Early Decision enrollment.
In reference to the question about
ly Decision.”
Early
Decision enrollment, Dean Mitch¬
“With Early Decision, about only
ell
said,
“it is a practical, philosophical,
one half of the students apply for finan¬
cial aid, whereas in the pool as a whole, and strategic question for admissions to
about two thirds apply for financial aid,” consider.”
There are some areas of concern re¬
Dean Mitchell said in explanation of the
garding
the question of how represen¬
trend seen in Early Decision applica¬
tative the Early Decision pool is of the
tions.
According to Dean Mitchell, “there class as a whole. “It’s a great program
are some incentives, both for the college when it works according to the way it
was designed,” said Dean Mitchell. “Yet,
and the students, for Early Decision.”
The incentive for Early Decision in that doesn’t make the process of a deci¬
sion easier.”
a^tudenFs^poin^ofviev^appears^ex-t _fl
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

“It is a New England
phenomenon to
apply Early Decision.”
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Pettengill Atrium Closed to Students on
College's Lone Reading Day
AFROZ BAIG
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Reading day is undoubtedly one of the most
study-oriented days of the semester. However, last
semester on reading day many students were not
able to utilize the Atrium of Pettengill Hall due to a
faculty meeting.
“The fact that the study area in Pettengill was
closed hindered my ability to revise my work,” said
Jane Chandler ’ll. The occurrence further added
to her stress of having to take college finals for the
first time - interrupting a schedule she had made
ahead of time, unaware of the fact that Pettengill’s
Atrium would be closed.
Judy Head, Assistant Dean of the Faculty stat¬
ed, “We know it’s an inconvenience, but it’s an im¬
portant event for the faculty” in an interview with
The Student. The meeting, which has been held
for three years consecutively, took place to discuss
the new general education requirements that have
been implemented for the Class of 2011. The meet¬
ing was approximately two hours long, and signs
were posted ahead of time to inform students about
the event. Judy Head went on to say that one of the
main reasons the Atrium needed to be closed was
because wine was served at the event.
The problem of the Atrium being closed arose
for most students because Bates has only one read¬
ing day, as opposed to other schools, which have

more. In response, Dean Reese, from the Dean of
Students Office, explained that the one-day reading
period is due to Short Term, which was originally
instituted at Bates to give students the chance to
graduate in three years. Along with the weekend,
one reading day is strictly for calendar purposes.
In the past years the meeting has served as an
opportunity for the faculty to discuss what changes
they wished to make to the general education re¬
quirements. This year the meeting was not only a
time of reflection for the newly-implemented gen¬
eral education requirements but also a time to cel¬
ebrate them. “It’s become a bit of tradition,” said
Judy Head about the meeting.
However, this provides little consolation to stu¬
dents like Chandler who were caught off guard by
the closure of the Atrium on reading day. “I resort¬
ed to studying in the library,” said Chandler, “but I
find the environment in the library difficult to focus
in, and I did not get as much work done as I would
have liked to.”
It is important to keep in mind that Pettengill
Hall is a shared space between the faculty, and stu¬
dents. Then again, on such an important study day
for students it is easy to understand why the clo¬
sure was seen by some as coming at a bad time.
Because the meeting has been taking place for
three years now, it may in a few years become a
solidified tradition, and no longer catch students
offguard.

BCSG Brainstorms Upcoming Goals
AFROZ B
ASSISTANT NEW

EDITOR

This week at the Bates Col¬
lege Student Government meeting
a new member was approved to
serve in the Presidents’ steering
group. The steering group consists
of four groups which have differ¬
ent themes such as “learning at Bates,” as well as
an additional group that is used as a sounding
board and requires less of a time commitment.
This new member is the first to be approved by
the student government. During the meeting,
there was discussion as to concern over having
only one student in the steering group who is
representing the voice of the student body. Ef¬
forts were made through mass emailing to try to
get more students interested in the positions in
the steering group, yet student interest in the op¬
portunity was not very high.
Working groups within the Bates College Stu¬
dent Government are divided up by class year
and tackle issues which are popular amongst
students. The working groups all reported back
to the Representative Assembly with ideas they
as groups had come up with pertaining to the
issues. For the issue of airport transportation it
was proposed that the student government cir¬
culate a petition signed by students to present to
the Dean of Students Office in order to illustrate
student support for the issue. For the issue of
the pay scale at Bates College, it was proposed

that in order to understand where Bates stands
in the larger picture, other colleges and univer¬
sities in Maine are looked at as a base of com¬
parison. The issue of cell phone reception was
also raised, with the working group looking at
the matter proposed, doing research to find out
which carriers have the best reception on campus
and then informing students so they can make an
educated choice when it comes to purchasing
a cell phone. Other ideas that were brought up
were placing more trash bins outdoors on cam¬
pus to facilitate a cleaner campus environment,
as well as looking at weight and cardio machines
in the gym and replacing ones that are outdated.
Twenty-four hour computing also came up, and
there was talk about trying to extend the hours of
Pettengill on weekends. The topic of providing
meals to students who do not go home during
breaks was discussed and it was proposed that
for future breaks, Commons’ start a sign-up sheet
so that the Bates dining staff does not prepare
too much food but at the same time, students
who were unable to return home would not end
up without meals.
The meeting was run on a tight schedule and
not all working groups were able to discuss the
ideas they had come up with. This was due to
a forum that was being held at 8:30 pm for the
upcoming student elections. The Bates College
Student Government also plans to table in front
of Commons to encourage students to participate
and vote in the upcoming elections.

Fall Student Conduct Committee Case Summaries
Courtesy of the Student Conduct Committee

Charge: A student was charged with repeated violations of the College’s Drug and Alcohol Policy.

Date: October 15, 2007
Outcome: The student was found guilty of the charge. The student was placed on suspension effective Winter 2008 se¬
mester and Short Term, eligible to return Fall 2008 semester with a one year suspension held in abeyance if found guilty by
the Student Conduct Committee of any future violations of the College’s Drug and Alcohol Policy. Furthermore, the student
is mandated to have one session with a member of the counseling staff at the Health Center for an assessment of their use
of drugs and alcohol, to be verified by the Dean of Student's Office, with a strong recommendation that the student schedule
no fewer than three follow-up sessions after their assessment and are urged to continue counseling during the time of their
suspension. In addition, the student is warned that the possession, use or sale of any alcohol or drugs, as determined by the
Dean of Students Office, during the remainder of Fall 2007 semester will result in the suspension being placed into effect im¬
mediately. Finally, the student is not allowed on the Bates campus during their suspension period unless they have special
permission from the Dean of Students Office.

Charge: A student was charged with repeated violations of the College’s Drug and Alcohol Policy.

Date: October 15, 2007
Outcome: A Disposition by Agreement was accepted by the co-chairs of the Student Conduct Committee. The elements
of the agreement stipulate that the student was suspended for one semester, effective Winter 2008 semester and Short Term,
eligible to return Fall 2008 semester. Furthermore, if the student is found to be in violation of the College’s Drug and Alcohol
Policy at any time during the remainder of Fall 2007 semester, their suspension will go into effect immediately and may remain
in place beyond the 2007-2008 academic year. In addition, the student is not allowed on the Bates campus during their sus¬
pension period unless they have special permission from the DOS office.

Charge: A student was charged with unacceptable social behavior by virtue of disorderly conduct on August
11, 2007.

Date: November 1, 2007
Outcome: The student was found guilty of the charge. The student was suspended for Winter 2008 semester and Short
Term 2008. Furthermore, the student is not allowed on the Bates campus during their suspension period unless they have
special permission from the DOS office.
Appeal pending

BCSG Priorities For the
2007-2008 Academic Year
* 24-hour Computing

■ Parking Permits

• Affect Change

■ Pay Scales

• Airport Transportation

• Police Presence

■The Boston Globe

■ Ride Board

■ Cell Phone Reception

■ Shuttle

■ Chem-free

• Storage Space

• Committees

and Practice Space

• Course Evaluations

■ Textbook Costs

■ Hard Alcohol Policy

■ Trash Cans

■ Meals During Breaks

■ Weight Room Facilities

■ Parking

■ Workout Facilities

President's Note: These 21 priorities were voted on by the Rep¬
resentative Assembly and the executive officers in November

Charge: A student was charged with repeated violations of the College’s Drug and Alcohol Policy.

Date: November 9, 2007
Outcome: A Disposition by Agreement was accepted by the co-chairs of the Student Conduct Committee. The elements
of the agreement stipulate that the student was suspended for one semester, effective Winter 2008 semester and Short Term,
eligible to return Fall 2008 semester. Furthermore, if the student is found to be in violation of the College’s Drug and Alcohol
Policy at any time during the remainder of Fall 2007 semester, their suspension will go into effect immediately and may remain
in place beyond the 2007-2008 academic year. In addition, the student is not allowed on the Bates campus during their sus¬
pension period unless they have special permission from the DOS office.

Charge: A student was charged
with repeated violations of the Col¬
lege’s Drug and Alcohol Policy.

Date: November 12, 2007
Outcome: A Disposition by Agree¬
ment was accepted by the co-chairs of
the Student Conduct Committee. The el¬
ements of the agreement stipulate that
the student was suspended for one se¬
mester, effective Winter 2008 semester
and Short Term, eligible to return Fall
2008 semester. Furthermore, if the stu¬
dent is found to be in violation of the
College’s Drug and Alcohol Policy at any
time during the remainder of Fall 2007
semester, their suspension will go into
effect immediately and may remain in
place beyond the 2007-2008 academic
year. In addition, the student is not al¬
lowed on the Bates campus during their
suspension period unless they have spe¬
cial permission from the DOS office.

Charge: A student was charged
with damaging property of a resi¬
dent of Lewiston on September 10,
2007.

Date: November 28, 2007
Outcome: A Disposition by Agree¬
ment was accepted by the co-chairs of
the Student Conduct Committee. The el¬
ements of the agreement stipulate that
the student was placed on probation for
the rest of their career at Bates College
with a one semester suspension held in
abeyance if found guilty by the Student
Conduct Committee of any future vio¬
lations of disorderly conduct. Further¬
more, the student must pay restitution,
for the damage they have caused. In
addition, the student must complete 10
hours of community restitution.

and December 2007. During January 2008, they will become
more defined and more focused. All students are welcome to
take part in defining and focusing these priorities. If you have
any thoughts or suggestions, email the BCSG, bcsgl855@gmail.
com.

L/A Coffee & Wine Bistro
@ Mr. Paperback Bookstore

L/A Coffee & Wine Bistro is
located next to the Lewiston

855 Lisbon Street

movie theatre. Free Wi-Fi and a

(207) 783-0444

quiet environment make it a
great place to study.

Smoothies
^
Beer
m
Wine
I
Specialty Coffees
Gourmet Sandwiches
Pastries
j
Soups
Salads
i

J

Dinner Entrees
Served Thurs-Sat

LIVE BAND
Smooth Jazz, Pop, Light Rock

THURSDAYS
6:00-8:00 pm
Maine Music Association: Maine
Women in Music
New Artist Every Week

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
6:00-8:00 pm
L/A Bistro’s House Band
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Alpine Places Firth at Bates
Carnival after Delayed Start

:
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Tony
Romeo
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

Jessica Simpson is a babe.
I think very few people, male or fe¬
male, would object with the previous
statement. At 27-years-old with enor¬
mous talent, supermodel looks and fab¬
ulous wealth, I think fewer still would
dispute Simpson’s status as a desirable
candidate for a girlfriend, (this may be
putting it lightly for some guys).
Similarly, as the 20-something-yearold starting quarterback for the NFC
one-seed Dallas Cowboys, Tony Romo
deserves, if not requires, a buxom
blonde Texan girlfriend. It’s only right.
Nixon needed Kissinger, Batman need¬
ed Robin, Ron needed Hermione and
now Tony Romo needs Jessica Simp¬
son.
Unfortunately, this is a sports col¬
umn and not a celebrity dating service.
Tony Romo blew it. Actually, Tony Romo
blew it again. For the second straight
postseason in a row the Cowboys failed
to advance past their first playoff game,
and for the second straight postseason
all fingers are pointed at Romo.
While his teammates and oppo¬
nents studied game film, hydrated
and, in the case of the Giants, played
the Buccaneers, Romo spent his bye
week guzzling cervezas and gallivant¬
ing with Simpson in Mexico. Now, as
much as I would give to spend a couple
of sun-soaked afternoons romping on
the beach with Jessica Simpson in a
two-piece, I think I would sacrifice that
experience for a chance to go to the
Super Bowl, (for the record, Simpson
would be wearing the two-piece, not
me. Unless of course she wanted me to
wear a bikini, and then, like most of my
male peers, I would oblige).
Perhaps I spend more hours per

See ROMO, page B2

Junior Megan Papineau makes a turn in Saturday's slalom. Papineau had a solid first run Saturday, but took a fall on Sunday.

MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Entering the second day of compe¬
tition at Bates’ Winter Carnival, the al¬
pine team sat in second place out of 12
teams, behind Middlebury and ahead of
defending NCAA Champion Dartmouth.
Both the men and the women turned in
outstanding performances in Saturday’s
slalom, with the garnet women placing
four skiers in the top 19Unfortunately, the Bobcats slipped
during Sunday’s giant slalom races due
to some falls and warm conditions.
Both the men and the women each
placed fifth.

The Carnival marked the first race
of the season for the Eastern Intercol¬
legiate Ski Association and the first car¬
nival hosted by Bates since 2005.
As expected, Dartmouth won the
event with 666 points, while Middlebury
took second with 640, the University of
Vermont took third with 578 points, the
University of New Hampshire placed
fourth with 502 points and Bates fin¬
ished fifth with 485 points.
Dan Loman ’08 finished seventh of
59 in the slalom (T.32.78) and eighth
of 58 in the giant slalom (2:01.99). CoCaptain Leo' Menard ’08 finished shortly
behind him, taking 14th in both races
with times of 1:33.38 and 2:02.62, re¬

spectively.
“I think this is a great start for a
men’s team that is composed of only
first-year and senior men,” said Menard.
“I am excited for the progress of our
first-years in the coming weeks and I
think this is only the beginning of a
very promising season for arguably the
strongest alpine team the school has
ever seen.”
Juniors Emily Sampson and Liz
Thompson led the Bates women, as
Sampson took an astounding sixth of
58 skiers in the slalom (1:40.20) and
Thompson placed 13th in the slalom
and 15th in the giant slalom. Whitney
Fahy ’08 also skied well, placing 14th in

Women’s Basketball
5-1 in the New Year
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

2008 has brought good fortune to
the Bobcats, as the team has posted a
5-1 record in the new year.
Wrapping up 2007 in the Baha¬
mas, the Bobcats came up short in the
first of two overseas matches, losing
to Washington and Jefferson College
55-61. Captain Meg Coffin ’08 made
her season debut after returning from
a knee injury, accumulating 8 points
and 6 rebounds in just 30 minutes of
court time. Val Beckwith ’09 scored a
game-high of 18 points, while pulling
down 10 rebounds.
The next day the team went on to
defeat Washington College 73-54, be¬
ginning a five-game winning streak,
the team’s longest of the season. Cof¬
fin racked up 23 points and 12 boards,
while Beckwith put up 17 points, 3
steals and 3 assists. First-year Jessie
Igoe contributed 8 points and 5 re¬
bounds to the Bobcat victory. Soph¬
omore Kellie Goodridge scored 10
points and had 3 steals.
Back in the States, the new year
began with a new record for Coffin

who reached the 1,000-point plateau
in the Bobcats’ 77-52 win against Wil¬
liam Patterson at the Holiday Inn/
Naismith Classic. Sophomore Lauren
Yanofsky returned to active duty after
suffering an ankle injury, contributing
12 points of her own.
The team defeated Wesleyan the
following day, 80-60, taking home the
tournament’s first-place trophy. Beck¬
with and Coffin were both awarded
a spot on the All-Tournament Team,
while Beckwith took home the tour¬
nament’s MVP title. Matia Kostakis ’08
and Sarah Barton ’08 both posted dou¬
ble-doubles.
On Jan. 6 the Bobcats defeated
UMaine-Farmington for the second
time this season, 77-47. Coffin and
Beckwith, yet again, led the team in
points, tallying 14 apiece. Barton con¬
tributed 9 assists, 8 points and 3 steals,
while Yanofsky followed suite with
12 points, 4 rebounds, 3 assists and 2
steals of her own.
Following a dominant 81-68 victo¬
ry over the University of New England,
the Bobcats extended their winning
streak to five games. Barton set the
third record of her collegiate career,

exceeding 579 career assists - a mark
set by Collen McCrave in 1999.
Entering the third week of compe¬
tition for 2008, the Bobcats boasted an
impressive 8-3 record.
On Saturday, the Jumbos snapped
Bates’ winning streak in a non-con¬
ference matchup in Somerville, Mass.
With the Jumbos coming strong out of
the gates, the Bobcats were left unable
to close the gap, falling 66-57, despite
strong efforts by Barton, who scored a
game-high of 15 points, to tie it up.
Tufts trumped Bates in rebounds
45-41, and both teams were unable to
break a shooting percentage of 40.
“We have periods of incredible
team play as evidenced by the number
of assists we have,” said Head Coach
Jim Murphy. “Unfortunately, we have
had some stretches where we didn’t
execute either defensively or offen¬
sively.”
As the team begins conference
play this weekend against Trinity and
Amherst, Coach Murphy believes they
will have to “play tenacious defense,
rebound relentlessly and run a fast
break at every opportunity in order to
be successful.”

the slalom.
Standout Megan Papineau turned in
a typically dominant first run in Satur¬
day’s slalom but struggled on her sec¬
ond run. Her struggles continued on
Sunday, as Papineau fell and finished
last.
Said Papineau of the team’s perfor¬
mance, “there is plenty of room for im¬
provement. Everybody was skiing well,
[we just have] some nerves to work
out.”
Bates travels to Wilmington, NY, to
ski in St. Lawrence University’s Winter
Carnival this Friday.

Men’s
Nordic
Takes 4th
KATIE BASH
STAFF WRITER

The 2008 Eastern Intercollegiate Skiing
Association (EISA) season got off to an ex¬
citing start this weekend at Bates’ three-day
Winter Carnival event. Held at both Black
Mountain in Rumford, Maine, and Sunday
River, the Nordic ski races took place on
Friday and Saturday. The Bobcats finished
fourth out of 11 competing teams with 366
points, 127 points behind the winner, 2007
NCAA National Champion, Dartmouth Col¬
lege.
On Friday, Dylan Mogk ’09 finished
first for the Bobcats in the Men’s 10k free¬
style, and was 13th out of 95 skiers with a
time of 23:46.3, good for 22 championship
points. Sam Evans-Brown ’09 placed 19th
in 24:00.7, earning 18 points. Brandon Coo¬
per TO was right behind in 21st (24:03.2),
earning 17 points. Meanwhile Matt Dunlap
’08 and Tim Whiton ’09 finished 26th and
28th, with times of 24:12 and 24:15, respec¬
tively.
In the 10k Classic held on Saturday,
Evans-Brown was seventh in a time of
26:49.1, earning 27 points. Cooper was 19th
(27:30.2), Mogk came in 24th (27:45-9) and
Harry Poole ’09 placed 31st (28:07.4).

■
■
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Squash Teams Open 2008 Season
against Highly-Ranked Opponents
Men Beat Williams Women Lose Three

Romo's
Rendezvous
Not the
Work of an
Elite QB
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

RACHEL HARMELING/THE BATES STUDENT

Sophomore Kush Mahan serves in a match this weekend.

MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s squash made their argument
for membership among the top teams
in the nation Sunday afternoon and did
so in defining fashion. The 12th ranked
team in the country prior to the start
of the season, the Bobcats beat sixthranked Williams College 5-4 for their
first victory of the season.
Bates’ one-through-three, Ricardo
Weisskopf ’08, Kush Mahan ’10 and
Sean Wilkinson ’08, led the charge, with
Weisskopf and Mahan failing to lose a
game. First-years Matt Marchisotto and
Will Katz, playing from the five and six
spots, also won their matches for the
Bobcats. Katz won three straight games,
while Marchisotto came from behind to
beat his opponent, 5-9, 10-8, 5-9, 9-6,
9-4.
Later that evening, Bates lost 5-4
to the University of Rochester. Bates’
one-through-four spots lost to the Yellowjackets, induing Weisskopf who lost

three matches all of last year. Two of
Weisskopfs losses from the 2006-2007
season came against Rochester.
On Friday, the Bobcats lost to No.
7 Dartmouth College by a score of
7-2. Weisskopf and Mahan combined
for Bates’ only wins, with Weisskopf
dispatching his opponent in just three
games.
Despite tough losses to Dartmouth
and the University of Rochester, it ap¬
pears that with the victory over Wil¬
liams the Bobcats have established
themselves on the national scene.
“We played well,” said Mahan. “We
lost to Dartmouth, who are ranked sev¬
enth in the country, but beat Williams
who are ranked sixth. We showed that
we are in the top group of teams in
the country. Everyone had really close
games, and we have another really big
weekend coming up.”
Bates plays Cornell, Navy, Yale and
Franklin and Marshall in New Flaven,
CT, at Yale University this weekend.

BOBCAT
OI THE WEEK
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Junior Margot Wevel attempts to rescue the ball from the corner.

ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

After demolishing Colby 9-0 their fourth 9-0 victory in a row - and
having not yet lost a match all season,
the women’s squash team went on to
endure some of the most challenging
matches of their 2007-2008 campaign.
The Bobcats won three of the week¬
end’s 27 total matches against Stan¬
ford, Williams and Dartmouth.
On Friday Jan. 11 the team faced
Dartmouth in a combined match with
the men’s team. Senior Charlotte Gerrish stole the single victory for the
women that night.
The next morning, the Bobcats
kicked off the day’s double-header
against Williams College. The lone
victory went to Margot Webel ’09, who
played in Bates’ seventh spot. Wil¬
liams’ number one player, who chal¬
lenged Hannah Laverty TO, is ranked
eighth in the College Squash Associa¬
tion’s individual rankings.

Women Nordies
Place Sixth of 10
HARRY POOLE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Jan. 3, senior CoCaptain Meg Coffin be¬
came the 14th woman
in a Bates uniform to
score her 1,000th point
and the first since
2005. Despite playing
five less games than
the rest of her team¬
mates, Coffin is third
on the team in scoring,
second in rebounds
and fifth in assists and
y^eals. She pleads the
team in rebounds per
game with 8.1 and is
_iiLai_iis
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14.3 points
Coffin missed
tire 2007 season with a
knee injury.

4

The string of tough defeats cul¬
minated Saturday night against Stan¬
ford. Whitney Roller TO earned the
team’s combined third victory of the
weekend, playing from the team’s fifth
spot.
“We knew this weekend was going
to be tough going into it,” said Roll¬
er, “but the match scores themselves
were closer than the final scores dic¬
tated. We felt really prepared fitnesswise going into the weekend with all
of our beach workouts we did during
our training trip in Barbados.”
Roller attributed much of the
team’s ability to compete successfully
against some of the finest opponents
in the nation to the coaching provid¬
ed by their senior teammates on the
men’s side, Ricky Weisskopf and Sean
Wilkinson.
The women travel .to New Haven,
CT, to play Cornell, Middlebury, Mt.
Holyoke, Yale and Trinity at Yale Uni¬
versity on Friday.

The 2008 collegiate Nordic ski sea¬
son kicked off this past weekend with
Bates hosting its first carnival races
since January of 2005. The weather was
less than desirable on one day and hot¬
ter than ideal on the other. While these
factors made for difficult conditions,
they did not prevent the Bates women’s
Nordic team from delivering two solid
performances.
Expectations for the 2007-2008
women’s Nordic team have been high
since the team assembled in September.
If this past weekend was any indicator,
these expectations will be more than
fulfilled by the conclusion of the sea¬
son. Backed by particularly strong per¬
formances by one sophomore and four
first-years, the women placed a very re¬
spectable sixth out of 10 teams.
It is never easy for a young team to
make a quick adjustment to the racing
season, but this past weekend showed
plenty of upside for the women’s team
for the future days, weeks, months and
years.
“It’s exciting to have such a strong
and young women’s team,” said Abby
Samuelson TO, herself fresh off an im¬
pressive running season. “I am looking
forward to the coming weeks because
of the promise this team has shown.”
The weekend consisted of a 5k free¬
style technique race on Friday and a 10k
classic technique race on Saturday. For
Friday, the girls were paced by Ingrid

Knowles ’ll in 22nd place with a time
of 14:08.8. Closely following Knowles
were two other first-years, Kirsten Gill
and Megan McClelland in 23rd (14:10.6)
and 24th (14:14.3) respectively.
“I was happy with how I ended up,
especially since I was racing against a
whole new field of girls compared with
last year,” said Gill.
On Saturday, the women set out to
improve upon their results from Friday
and with another bunch of impressive
performances by the youth movement,
succeeded in their mission.
For this day the women were paced
by yet another first-year, Natalie Ruppertsberger ’ll. Ruppertsberger over¬
came difficult conditions to finish in an
impressive 17th place with a time of
34:39.2.
McClelland delivered another con¬
sistent and solid performance, finishing
behind Ruppertsberger in 18th place
with a time of 34:45.2. Rounding out
the top three for Bates, Samuelson de¬
livered a career best 20th place finish
with a time of 35:07.2.
Other notable results from Saturday
included another stellar performance
from Gill in 24th and a solid finish from
Knowles in 28th.
The team will travel to Lake Placid,
NY, this coming weekend to compete in
the St. Lawrence carnival on Friday and
Saturday. With promising performances
on display for these first two races of
the season, one can only imagine what
lies ahead for this talented group of ski¬
ers.
4-*

day fantasizing about playing a profes¬
sional sport - or as this column might
indicate, wearing a two-piece for Jes¬
sica Simpson - than the average Ameri¬
can male, but I can assuredly say that
at this stage of my life I would rather
have a Super Bowl ring than a really
hot girlfriend.
What does Romo gain from this
jaunt south of the border? He surely
didn’t better prepare himself to play the
Giants. Furthermore, whether or not
Romo’s rendezvous cost the Cowboys
the game, it certainly didn’t help bring
them any closer to victory.
Is it love, then? Are you going to
marry her, Tony? Are the two of you go¬
ing to grow old together, sitting in rock¬
ing chairs on your wraparound porch,
gazing into the setting South Texas sun
while engaging in riveting conversa¬
tion? I sort of doubt it.
You aren’t Lyla Gerrity and Jason
Street from “Friday Night Lights.” This
isn’t “Texas forever.” You’re probably
more like Tim Riggins and Tyra Collete.
At least protect yourself. Any halfintelligent individual - and I would ar¬
gue that to be a good quarterback one
must be more than half-intelligent would recognize the media fallout from
such an action. Why set oneself up for
such scrutiny?
Win or lose, people were going to
focus on Romo’s vacation with Simpson
no matter how well the Cowboys quar¬
terback played. It’s attention the Cow¬
boys simply didn’t need.
After last season’s debacle in Seat¬
tle, where Romo botched the hold for
what would have been the game-win¬
ning field goal, allowing the Seahawks
to advance to the NFC Championship
game, why take the risk? Why take any
risks?
If Romo is seeking to become an
elite quarterback in the National Foot¬
ball League - and his level of play over
the past season-and-a-half indicates
that he may have that ability - couldn’t
he find a better way to spend his bye
week? One perhaps more indicative of
a top-tier NFL quarterback? One can bet
Tom Brady and Peyton Manning weren’t
vacationing with blonde bombshells to
get ready for their respective games.
I shouldn’t have to ask, but do you
think Brett Favre was engaging in rec¬
reational activities before dismantling
the Seahawks? Do I struggle to find an
outlet through which to mention Favre
in every column I write? No and no.
Favre probably took a couple of
pain killers, locked himself in his den
with a six pack of Bud-heavies and a
TV dinner meticulously prepared for
him by Deanna, and then sat down to
watch game film in his peaceful, Ameri¬
can household, as his kids did their
homework in joyful silence out of the
immense respect they have for their fa¬
ther.
Maybe Billy Volek would take his
girlfriend to Mexico, but not Brady,
Manning or Favre. Speaking of Volek,
he was the original subject for this col¬
umn, but I was at such a loss to explain
his leading the Bolts past the Colts that
I gave up. Volek must be tied with Jay
Fiedler for schlemmiest quarterback of
all time. No, schlemmy is not an official
adjective in the English language, but it
describes Volek and Fiedler nicely.
One can tell it’s a troublesome situa¬
tion when Terrell Owens is the individ¬
ual demonstrating the most maturity.
“This is not about Tony,” said a
choked up Owens in a press confer¬
ence on Sunday. “You guys can point
the finger at him, you can talk about
the vacation, and if you do that, it’s re¬
ally unfair. It’s really unfair. That’s my
teammate. That’s my quarterback. You
guys do that, it’s not fair. We lost as a
team.”
Owens is right of course, the Cow¬
boys lost as a team. Romo completed
18-of-36 passes for 201 yards, a touch¬
down and one interception - mediocre
numbers which likely didn’t lose the
game but certainly didn’t win it, either.
Regardless of actualities, one caq’t
help but wonder if Romo’s tryst affect¬
ed the psyche of the team. It certainly
created something of a media circus.
As the quarterback and the leader
of the Cowboys, Romo needed to set
a positive example for his teammates.
By heading to warmer climates with his
busty, high-profile girlfriend, Romo put
the emphasis on carefree fun and off
hard work and dedication.
One thing is certain: it was a self¬
ish act on Jessica Simpson’s part. With
two gold and three platinum albums,
Simpson has her hardware; why not let
Romo get his?
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Men's Hockey
Continue to Win,
6-0 in League Play
PAUL LOMBARDI
STAFF WRITER

The men’s hockey team continued
its winning ways with a home victory
last Saturday afternoon. The 4-2 win
over the U.S. Coast Guard Academy
was the Bobcats’ fourth straight victo¬
ry. The team is now 6-0 in the league
and 7-1 overall. The win was one of
the most exciting games of the season.
Junior Chase Castner broke a 2-2 tie
with 18 seconds remaining in the third
period to give the Bobcats a 3-2 lead,
and sophomore Wes Chaput added an
empty net goal to seal the victory for
the Bobcats.
“I’m happy I got the winning goal,
but it was really a solid team effort
that allowed us to win this game,” said

B3

Swimmers Spend Vacation
Training in Florida Sun
BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

Castner.
Chaput’s goal was his 17th point of
the season. He is second on the team
in scoring behind first-year Matt Ohlheiser, who has 19 points.
“The young guys have so much
talent, I’m sure the program will con¬
tinue its success for years to come,”
commented senior Captain Oscar Cancio.
Many have predicted that the Bob¬
cats, led by Head Coach Tom LeBlond,
will win the NECHA championship for
a second straight season. So far, they
are certainly playing up to those lofty
expectations.
The team plays two non-league
games this weekend against Colby on
Saturday and St. Joseph's College on
Sunday.

After a week-long training trip to
Florida, the Bates swimming and div¬
ing teams didn’t waste a second, host¬
ing two meets during their first week¬
end back on campus. The rigorous
training over vacation resulted in close
races for both teams.
Tired from Saturday’s competition
against Norwich University and Uni¬
versity of New England, the men and
women continued to swim well against
Middlebury. Though both teams ul¬
timately lost, 72-216 and 70-229, all
was not for naught. On the boards
Dan Perry ’08 won both the one-meter
and three-meter, scoring 246.3 and
277.42, respectively, and qualifying
for the NCAA Championship meet in
March on the one-meter board. Kelsey

Lamdin ’09 qualified for the NCAA
Championships, as well, in both the
one-meter and three-meter events.
The highlight of the meet was
first-year sprinter Peem Chatikavanij's
winning performance in the 50-yard
freestyle with a time of 22.70 seconds.
Chatikavanij’s win filled the pool with
a high energy that held throughout
the meet. Despite the closeness of
each race, Chatikavanij’s gold stood
out as Bates’ only first-place finish of
the day.
During the finals crunch, the
Bobcats swam against Bowdoin. In
the 1,000-yard freestyle, Bailey John¬
son ’09 placed second with a time of
12:02.41 and Chatikavanij just missed
first with a time of 23.54 in the 50meter freestyle. Junior Chris Berry also
placed second in the 50-yard back¬
stroke in 26.86. On the diving boards,

seniors Tasha Rosener and Dan Perry
won with 238.28 points and 249.60
points, respectively. The meet ended
in dual losses with the women scor¬
ing 73 points to Bowdoin’s 149 and
the men tallying 69 to the Polar Bears’
169.
Both teams trained hard in sunny
but chilly Florida. The swimming team
practiced in the pool twice a day,
morning and afternoon, in addition
to dry land practice in the mornings.
Though both teams were staying in
the same hotel, the diving team stayed
at the pool for the majority of the day.
Their hard work appears to be paying
off, although the team was also able to
find some time to relax.
“We dove with three other Division
I teams, practiced on the platform, and
then after practice we always went to
the beach,” said Rosener.

Eight Victories in a Row
Men’s basketball can’t be beat, getting hot at the right
time as they enter the NESCAC portion of their schedule.
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s basketball hasn’t lost a
game in a month-and-a:half. To put
that further into perspective, the
Bobcats have won every contest in
which they have played in the past
56 days. That’s eight weeks without a
loss. The Bates’ men’s basketball team
hasn’t met defeat since last year.
Following the team’s loss to
Southern Maine on Nov. 20 of 2007 their third defeat in as many games,
moving them to 0-3 on the season something must have clicked. Since
then the Bobcats have strung togeth¬
er eight straight wins.
Over that span, team Captain Bry¬
an Wholey ’08 has scored 131 points,
averaging a team-leading 16.4 points
per game. Meanwhile, first-year Brian
Ellis has pulled down 48 rebounds,
averaging 6 boards per game. Point
guard Chris Wilson ’10 has tallied
36 assists to lead the team with 4.5
dimes an outing.
Four games into their winning
streak, the Bobcats traveled to Wash¬
ington, D.C., to play CCNY in the first
round of the CUA Classic. Wholey
went 8-for-15 for 18 points, while
padding the stat sheet with 3 steals, 3
assists and 4 rebounds. The Bobcats
cruised to a 69-53 victory.
In the championship game of the
Classic, Pat Halloran ’08 scored 25

points on 8-for-12 shooting to lead
the Bobcats past Catholic University.
The impressive scoring total marked
a career-high for Halloran, as Bates
skinned the Beavers 67-59.
The garnet men followed up
their impressive performance in the
nation’s capital with a blowout win
over the University of New England.
Wilson netted 20, Halloran scored 13,
Bates shot 61.5 percent from the field
in the second half and the Bobcats
earned a relatively easy 83-66 non¬
conference victory.
Last Saturday evening, the Bobcats
earned arguably their most impres¬
sive victory of the team’s eight-game
win streak, downing rival Colby Col¬
lege 71-69- Led by the sharp shoot¬
ing of Wholey and Wilson, who com¬
bined for 32 points, Bates overcame
a White Mules squad that dominated
the offensive glass and shot 20-for23 from the charity stripe. In typical
NESCAC fashion, the game consisted
of close back-and-forth action, with
the lead changing six times and the
score tying 10 times.
It appears Bates is getting hot at
the opportune moment as the team
is entering the heart of its schedule,
with nine NESCAC contests left to
play in the remaining 13 games of
the season. The Bobcats are currently
2-0 in the conference and take their
eight-game winning streak to Trinity
and Amherst this weekend.

Upcoming
Home
Games:

Come support the team as they
try to keep the streak alive!
.»
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Senior Captain Bryan Wholey lofts a buzzer-beating tear drop over Bowdoin in Bates' second victory of their winning streak.

i

_$-i-h—

+

B4

THE BATES STUDENT, TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2008

Governor's Brunch is Good, Not Great
JULIA RESNICK
RESTAURANT CRITIC

If you are looking for delicious,
cheap breakfast at all times of the
day, Governor’s Restaurant and Bak¬
ery is the place to go. Just a short
drive from campus, Governor’s is a
cute diner serving all the staples of a
good diner breakfast menu: omelets,
French toast and pancakes. And then,
of course, there is my favorite part of
Governor’s: the miniature train that
circles the ceiling of the restaurant on
its track. This little touch makes Gov¬
ernor’s unique, and it’s fun to watch
the train go around the restaurant. I
left the restaurant feeling like Gover¬
nor’s is definitely a place I should eat
at more often.
Walking into Governor’s, the first
thing I noticed was the aroma of
baked goods. The bakery at Gover¬
nor’s makes its own cakes, pastries
and pies fresh daily. Though I did
not try any of the delicious-looking
sweets, I am told that the bakery is
the best part of Governor’s. I guess I
will have to get a cupcake next time
and see if it is as good as it looks.
In the spirit of not reviewing the
same type of food more than once, I

decided not to bore you with talk of
omelets, but instead decided to order
the French toast. Governor’s serves

Governor's Restaurant
and Bakery

mil
CE^
1185 Lisbon Street
Lewiston, ME 04240
three different kinds of French toast:
regular, banana bread and a creation
called Monte Cristo which has ham
and cheddar cheese between pieces
of bread. Because I found something

weird about putting ham with French
toast and regular French toast is bor¬
ing, I decided to try the banana bread
French toast with a cup of coffee and
home fries.
I was not overly impressed by my
meal, but had few complaints. Gover¬
nor’s coffee was a welcomed change
from the coffee served in Commons.
I usually drink coffee for the caffeine
content and not for the taste, so I am
often impressed when I drink coffee
and actually enjoy drinking it; such
was the case at Governor’s. The ba¬
nana bread French toast was a bit
soggy and didn’t really taste like ba¬
nanas. I don’t mean to make it sound
as though I didn’t like my breakfast,
because I did enjoy it. I just wouldn’t
say it was the world’s best French
toast. The home fries, on the other
hand, were fantastic. They were very
crispy and, with a little added salt,
they contrasted nicely with the sweet¬
ness of the French toast.
By the end of brunch I was very
full and very satisfied. I would defi¬
nitely recommend Governor’s for a
weekend brunch. It was a nice change
from the normal brunch places visited
by Bates students.

Rose Cousins Offers Sweet Folk Sounds

“I wrote this song about my friend
whose girlfriend doesn’t like me. I
mean, how can anyone not like me?”
quipped Rose Cousins as she tuned
her guitar. The audience tittered. She
paused, then added, “She also doesn’t
like this song. Figures.”
Cousins, an up-and-coming folk
artist from Nova Scotia’s Prince Ed¬
ward Island, has newly garnered pub¬
lic attention in both Canada and the
United States. Recently she won the
title of Best Canadian Solo Folk Art¬
ist of 2007 and received nominations
for two 2008 East Coast Music Awards
(Folk Recording of the Year, Female
Artist of the Year), among multiple
other recognitions. Her latest collab¬
orations have been with Edie Carey
and Craig Cardiff, both of whom vis¬
ited Bates via the Village Club Series
last semester, as well as with Ryan Ad¬

ams and the Wailin’ Jennys. Thanks
to the staff of the Village Club Series,
which hosts live music every Thursday
at 9 p.m. in the Mays’ Center, Bates
was fortuitous enough to experience
Cousins’ acoustic version of her new¬
est album entitled “If You Were For
Me” last Thursday night.
“But I know why you’re all really
here,” she said as a means of intro¬
duction to the sizeable audience. “To
see what a real Canadian from Canadia looks and sounds like, right?”
“If You Were For Me” is the first al¬
bum to be released by Cousins’ home¬
grown record label, Old Farm Pony,
and her first full-length album after
her EPs “Only So Long” and “Miles to
Go” (2002 and 2003, CBC Studio H).
An amalgamation of folk, bluegrass,
pop, Appalachian and country influ¬
ences, her music is a warm collection
of stories that are simple, melodic and
genuine. Her lyrics cover the familiar
themes of love found and lost, but it
is her honesty and her voice, lifting
and pure, which bring her work to the
forefront of the folk genre. Equally

stirring are her choices of vocals laced
with mandolin, steel guitar and violin
harmonies, particularly in one of her
more popular songs, “Good Enough.”
Cousins’ shining moments are re¬
portedly her live performances, and
Thursday night was no exception.
Her often humorous stories behind
each song charmed the intent audi¬
ence. She joked that she wrote “Sim¬
ple Thought” for “all those times when
you just want someone to shut up and
make out with you.” Later, she invited
Edie Carey to help with a cover of Mr.
Mister’s ’80s hit “Broken Wings.” After
the performance, a long line snaked
around the tables as people lined up
to buy a CD and have it autographed,
proving that should Cousins choose to
return to Bates, she will be met with
fondness and open arms.
To learn more about Rose Cous¬
ins, preview her music and purchase
“If You Were For Me,” visit www.rosecousins.com, www.myspace.com/
rosecousins, www.oldfarmpony.com
or look her up in the iTunes store.

Comedian's Racy
Humor Leaves Audience
Hesitant to Laugh
ing their mouths, afraid to laugh, not
knowing whether the joke was funny
or not. His consecutive jokes about
This past Friday night, come¬
road kill and dead babies, involving
dian Tommy Johnagin performed
very candid descriptions, left the au¬
at the Benjamin Mays’ Center - his
dience almost burning with whiplash
act brought to campus by the Chase
as they turned to check Dean of Stu¬
Hall Committee. Recently he has
dent Activities Keith Tannenbaum’s
traveled to many other schools and
reaction before uttering a chuckle.
performed in areas all over the coun¬
At one point, Johnagin turned that
try.
into a joke as well, saying, “Don’t
As the show began, it was hard
worry, I know there’s an adult over
to tell whether he would be one of there - you’re not going to get in
those
comedians
trouble if you
who laughs with
laugh.”
you or at you. You
One of the
know the type:
good
things
they pick people
about
having
from the audience,
such a candid
ask questions and
performer
is
take those as impe¬
his ability to
tus to roll joke af¬
retain the audi¬
ter joke about one
ence’s attention
simple person (a
for the entire
dumb blonde, for
performance.
example).
People
were
He worked off
literally on the
of audience par¬
edge of their
ticipation, asking
seats - some
the men in the au¬
falling back in
dience if they had
horror - but all
ever experienced
were captivated
the “unfortunate”
by Johnagin’s
situation of a girl¬
sarcastic spin
friend with small
and openness
boobs. This result¬
about his en¬
ed in many con¬
counters. How
ciliatory nods and
many speakers
grimaces from the
would address
male audience. He
an
environtried to win back
mentally-conthe favor of the fe¬
scious school
ELIZABETH MITCHELL/THE BATES STUDENT
males he had of¬
about running
fended by saying,
over the legs
Comedian Tommy Johnagin's perfor¬
“Don’t worry - if
of a deer and
mance at the Silo last Friday evening
you have boobs,
then
com¬
received mixed reviews from student
Tommy likes them,
plain
about
attendees.
no matter WHAT
the need to
size they are.”
fix their car?
The show had the audience laugh¬ Johnagin was frank and honest and
ing for almost the entire 60 minutes.
he did not hold back. Whether that
However, it was a laughter mixed
makes him a good comedian or sim¬
with groans and gasps of shock, be¬
ply crude is something that can only
cause some of his jokes bordered
be decided by those who witnessed
on offensive and gross. Many of his
his act.
jokes had audience members cover¬
ANA SANTOS

ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR
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Swept Away by
Grizzly Bear’s
NewEP

MTUD ENT'S
ALBUM
REVIEW

ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

There’s a pretty good chance the
words “grizzly bear” mean little more
to you than the enormous, brown-coat¬
ed, forest-dwelling beast. On the other
hand, there is the possibility that they
remind you of the eponymous four
man musical group, a rock ’n’ roll quar¬
tet with something different in mind;
something new and refreshingly musi¬
cal.
Grizzly Bear’s most recent fulllength album, “Yellow House,” proved
nothing short of spectacular. It is a
uniquely constructed culmination of
the band’s greatest attribute: unfettered
musicianship. However, “Yellow House”
was assumed by some to be a shoot¬
ing star, a passing moment of brilliance
that would fade into the dark of the un¬
known. Even I, a “Yellow House” lover,
wondered whether or not the group
could sustain its newfound glow in the
music world.
Then came “The Friend EP,” re¬
leased in November via Warp Records.
Traditionally, EPs have the reputation
like that of the day after Thanksgiv¬
ing: we enjoy nibbling, but it’s only
leftovers, after all. This is not so with
the Friend EP. Instead, “Friend” offers a
dynamic collection of remakes, covers
and new music. The EP, equal in length
to “Yellow House,” consists mainly of
old Grizzly Bear songs recorded in a
new fashion (extended plays are con¬

ventionally too short to constitute a full
album). However, sometimes the songs
are so different one can only observe
a faint resemblance to the original ver¬
sions, if that.
Beyond Grizzly’s recreations - and
the elegant but edgy cover of the clas¬
sic Phil Spector-produced song “He Hit
Me" (originally made famous by the
Crystals), the EP features Grizzly Bear
songs covered by other groups. For in¬
stance, both CSS and Atlas Sound un¬
load contrasting, stylistic renditions of
Grizzly Bear’s “Knife,” a song originally
reminiscent of the mid-century bebop
style.
To conclude the EP (before the se¬
cret 11th track, of course!), Grizzly Bear’s
guitarist, Daniel Rossen, puts the listen¬
er to sleep with his home-recording of
the traditional song, “Deep Blue Sea,” a
soothing acoustic piece that reveals the
deep blue depths of the group’s vision.
One will undoubtedly notice in “Deep
Blue Sea,” as in the other songs, the
abundance of choral talent in Grizzly
Bear. At times, all four members of the
group build upon a widely effervescent
harmony.
It is likely that the listener will get
lost in the beauty of music like this.
It is even more likely that once swept
away, this is where the listener longs to
remain. Grizzly Bear’s “Friend EP” of¬
fers an opportunity to explore a side of
music that many of us may never have
experienced before.

ashed Music

Deansman Achieves
International Fame
JEN MclNNIS
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

When avid guitarist and singer Ryan
Boyer ’09 arrived in Copenhagen to
study abroad this past fall, he anticipat¬
ed exploring the city’s museums, hitting
up the nightlife and, most importantly,
enjoying the live music performances
throughout the city. What Boyer did not
expect, however, was to achieve a de¬
gree of celebrity throughout the city in
his own right, as a regular performer at
one of the city’s coffee shops and most
notably as a street performer.
Nonetheless, Boyer managed just
that with some collaboration from a
fellow American student also studying
on Boyer’s program, Mark Westlander,
a junior from Grinnell College. The two
bonded over their mutual passion for
music, particularly for playing the guitar
and singing.
“I was lucky enough to meet Mike
early on,” said Boyer. “We started play¬
ing together and the next thing I knew,
we were composing a CD of our stuff
on GarageBand and sending it off to
local coffee shops.”
Retro, a coffee shop in the old city
center that caters to many Danish lo¬
cals, responded to the sample CD by
offering the boys an opportunity to per¬
form during an Open Mic one Thurs¬
day night. During that Thursday night
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Hannah Birkhead ’ll, Schuyler Rooth ’ll, and Liza Read Brown ’ll sing ’Alto’s Lament’ in ’A Night of Musical Theater.’

performance, Boyer and Westlander
proved their talent and were offered a
relatively regular gig performing at the
shop.
“I think we were so successful be¬
cause we have a very Simon and Garfunkle-esque vibe going on,” noted
Boyer. “Plus, we both brought very
distinct styles to the table. A fusion, of
Mike’s Latin jazz and my folk style.”
The combination of both styles is
especially apparent in many of Westlander’s original songs that Boyer and
Westlander performed, but it is also just
as evident in many of the songs the duo
covered.
Freelance performing at the cof¬
fee shop far from paid Westlander and
Boyer’s bills, usually not even covering
their bar tab. However, Westlander and
Boyer found performing on the streets
during weekend nights to be surpris¬
ingly worthwhile and entertaining, not
to mention lucrative, as the plethora of
Danish girls were especially generous
with their tips, especially in kisses.
Although Boyer does not have any
plans for singing and performing with
his guitar here at Bates, he hopes that
after college he might reconvene with
Westlander to perform throughout the
United States.
To check out the music Westlander
and Boyer compiled and performed
together, visit www.google.pages.the.
northern.letters.com.

SARAH DUNN
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Musicals are an often debated art
form, with a rare presence on campus
stages. Yet, the Robinson Players aren’t
afraid to profess their love of show
tunes and so produced a Broadway
Revue this past Saturday. Evidenced
by an audience that couldn’t help but
sing along, the Robinson Players are
not alone in their adoration of such
melodies.
Combining dialogue, music and
dance, musicals often prove too com¬
plex to be performed regularly at
Bates. They pose numerous challeng¬
es for directors and demand dedica¬
tion from students that is quite difficult
to produce. The Bates Theater Depart¬
ment typically refrains from tackling
these musical narratives, preferring
other more serious works.
“A Night of Musical Theater”
seems to be the perfect solution performers may avoid the painstaking
obligations of an entire production
and Bates Broadway enthusiasts may,
albeit briefly, relive their favorite musi¬
cal moments.
The show was scheduled to open
first semester, but after many trying re¬
hearsals and harsh critiques, the cast
decided to postpone what they call,
“live thespian action.” Katalin Vecsey,

the Robinson Player’s faculty advi¬
sor, revered for her theatrical wisdom
and infamous for her detestation of
musicals, warned the actors that their
production was not ready. Eloquently
comparing their performance without
additional rehearsals to “shit,” Vescey’s
blunt counsel encouraged the students
to delay and continue working.
Compared to last year’s casual per¬
formance in the May’s Center, which
evoked the ambience of sitting in a
living room while listening to some
friends’ rendition of “Rent,” this year’s
performance seems to have evolved.
Performing on stage in Olin, with
elaborate costumes and props, one
felt transported from one musical to
another. The performances did great
justice to the works from which they
were taken.
Sulochana Dissanayake ’09 and
Masid Cader ’ll were the night’s em¬
cees, providing comedic repartee be¬
tween songs. They made a charming
pair, relating their Sri Lankan back¬
grounds to the pieces that followed.
Although the humor appeared non-sequitur at times, the two were undoubt¬
edly a highlight of the evening.
The revue featured songs from
“Wicked,” “A Chorus Line,” “Guys and
Dolls” and many other musical land¬
marks. First-years and sophomores
dominated the show, eager to partake
in the melodious revivals.

Aesthetic efforts in rpake-up and
costuming, from the verdant witch in
“Wicked,” to the cutdsy clothes of
Sally in “You’re a Gopcf'-Man, Charlie
Brown,” as well as capable choreog¬
raphy, transformed the! actors. Each
became their character and delivered
their song with an almost palpable
passion for musical theater.
From the comedic performance of
“Annie Get your Gun,” in which Annie
promotes the power and capabilities
of women, to the operatic sounds of
love and conflict in “Phantom of the
Opera,” the show proved a true testa¬
ment to the often overlooked breadth
of musical theater. It captured the
range of emotions and themes the art
form addresses.
The performance culminated in
a rendition of “Hey Big Spender;”
including all female cast members,
clad in revealing and resplendent
garb. The dance number left many
open mouthed, as it exposed talented
dancers and singers, as well as much
more.
The performance affords an op¬
portunity for the pure adoration of
musical theater that exists on campus.
It is a kind of musical lover’s release,
where Broadway fans may unite, share
their beloved Broadway moments, and
indulge in the music that is paid so lit¬
tle attention in Bates performing arts.

Colors - Waxing - Massage - Polarity
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Student Discounts
48 Central Ave. One block from Gray Cage!
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COURTESY OF RYAN BOYER

Ryan Boyer ’09 and Mark Westlander of Grinnell College perform in a Danish coffee shop while abroad.
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Lunches

Great pancakes
Under$5Startingat11 am
Homemadecornbeefhash
Chicken fingers
Giant omelettes
Meatloaf
Homemade sausage Hot chicken sandwich
Nutella-banana crepes
Shepard's pie

Evening
Reservations
For parties of 20+
people
Selectanytypeoffood
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Beyond
Elementary
Sex Ed:
What Your Sixth Grade
Teacher Didn’t Say about STDs
B. MILLICENT ROBERTS
SEX COLUMNIST

COURTESY OF MARGOT WEBEL

Vlargot Webel ’09 displays Batik pieces to fellow students of the School of International Training in Bali, Indonesia.

Junior's Balinese Abroad Experience
Mixes Art, Religion and Ritual
ery day to study the art of Batik with
her teacher and mentor. Batik is a
process of creating a pattern or picture
on a piece of fabric by using wax to
Traditional trips abroad are often
separate layers of dye, then dipping it
comfortable and Americanized, requir¬
in hot water to allow the final product
ing only slight adjustments. However,
to appear. Ranging in size, the beauti¬
junior Margot Webel chose a unique
ful tapestries are the result of a long
and much less comfortable experience.
process, taking days to complete just
She spent three-and-a-half months in
one. Batik can be displayed in the
Bali, Indonesia, studying at the School
home, similar to a painting, or used as
for International Training. The pro¬
a sarong or covering.
gram consisted of two components: a
Making eight pieces in total, Webel
two-and-a-half month home stay with
chose to reflect on her experiences in
a Balinese family, followed by a fourBali through her art. Her pieces are
week independent study program,
filled with bright colors and intricate
which allowed students to focus on a
patterns, because she said,
specialized category
“Bali is the most colorful
of the Balinese arts.
place I’ve ever been.”
The home stay ele¬
In an effort to signify the
ment of Webel’s trip
connection between religion
allowed her to com¬
and art, one piece features
pletely immerse her¬
a woman about to place
self into the Balinese
an offering to the gods in a
culture; she observed
rice field. A key part of the
how art is inherently
ceremony is the full moon,
connected to every
which Webel represented in
aspect of daily life.
her art, while also highlight¬
Webel explained,
ing the prevalence of frogs
“Bali is uniquely artis¬
in the fields. Webel also
tic. Religion and art
made a sarong, which can
flow together, as reli¬
be used while praying or for
gion has strong artistic
daily wear - an example of
components, and art
how the Balinese find practi¬
has many roots in re¬
cal uses for art.
ligion.”
COURTESY OF MARGOT WEBEL
Webel learned the trade
In Bali, a Hindu
Margot Webel ’09 works on Batik pieces with her Balinese
of Batik from a professional
island off the coast
instructor.
Batik artist, Pak Nyoman
of a Muslim country,
Warta,
who is also a wood
religion is not sim¬
with her host family. There was once
carver and rice farmer. Working with
ply an additional aspect of life, but a
a strong movement to preserve the
him at his home, Webel interacted with
key part of everyday rituals. During
natural, isolated beauty of Bali (Dutch
his family, and worked to overcome the
her home stay, Webel attended temple
explorers believed it to be a “last para¬
language barrier she faced. Art served
with her host family at least twice a
dise”). However, the Balinese now
as a medium of expression for them
week, though the family went daily.
encourage tourism as a way to help
and eased the difficulty of speaking two
For Webel, who described herself as
their economy. Webel felt that it was
different native languages. Pak Nyo¬
this shift from tradition to tourism that
a “not very religious Christian,” the
man Warta and his family also helped
would “alter the normal standards of Webel understand the meaning behind
experience showed her the manner
the artwork and performances she saw,
the arts...resulting in more a homog¬
in which art may be used as a sacred
explaining to her their significance in
enous, standard experience of the arts
practice, as opposed to a recreational
Balinese culture.
across the island.” Whereas each in¬
activity.
“The most important lesson I
dividual
village
previously
had
its
own
With each trip to temple, a daily of¬
learned was the value of process over
unique renditions of religious dances
fering was given. Offerings varied de¬
product. This is truly the Balinese
or ceremonies, there is now a notice¬
pending on their intended purpose, but
belief
and way of life,” Webel said of
able
convergence
of
these
customs.
Webel explained that each was intrinsi¬
her time abroad, referring to ceremo¬
It was Webel’s final experiences
cally artistic; often incorporating flowers
nial ways of creating artwork and other
with her independent study program
or elaborate weaving. Because these
ritualistic practices. Having taken pri¬
that
enabled
her
to
focus
on
the
as¬
pieces of art are intended for daily re¬
marily traditional studio art classes at
pects
of
Balinese
art
that
she
found
ligious participation, every resident of
Bates, she hopes to incorporate what
most interesting. Living on her own
Bali is well versed in the making of such
she
learned from her time in Bali into
in
a
house
at
the
edge
of
a
rice
field,
offerings.
Webel
commuted
to
a
nearby
town
ev¬
her
year-long
thesis.
While the extent to which perfor¬
ZOE ROSENTHAL
ARTS & LIVING LAYOUT EDITOR

mance is incorporated into religion in
the United States varies, any aspect of
the arts beyond hymns or organ music
is uncommon in a traditional church or
temple setting. However, religious cer¬
emonies in Bali are filled with dances,
shadow puppet shows and gamelan
performances (an Indonesian percus¬
sion orchestra), all having particular
religious significance. Performances
take place in the temple and outdoor
courtyards.
During her stay, Webel noticed the
toll that tourism has taken on Bali in
recent years, both through her own ob¬
servations and through conversations

Nearly all of us went through it.
Sometime around sixth grade your
whole class had to stand up and re¬
cite the words “penis” and “vagina”
until they weren’t funny anymore...
But they still were. Then you learned
what happens when a man orgasms,
what a period is and how babies a
made. You probably learned nothing
about the female orgasm, but more
importantly you probably learned
very little about STDs (please note that
I suggest this information is more im¬
portant than the female orgasm). Most
likely, you were told to use condoms
and sent on your way.
So what have you learned since
then? It is likely that someone you
know has already been visited by Miss
Genital Warts or Mr. Herpes, but you
are unaware because one’s latest her¬
pes outbreak is not proper dinner con¬
versation. It turns out that these issues
are way more common than most of
us thought. It’s also unclear as to how
they are transmitted and how they can
harm you. Now is the time to educate
yourself.
HPV (human papillomavirus) is
the most common STD in the United
States. About 50 percent of sexually
active men and women will acquire a
genital HPV infection at some point in
their lives. By age 50, 80 percent of
women will have acquired a genital
HPV infection. HPV is so prevalent
because many people don’t know they
are infected. There are often no symp¬
toms, or the symptoms are so minute
* that the infected person doesn’t no¬
tice.
Symptoms of HPV include genital
warts on the vulva, vagina, cervix, pe¬
nis, scrotum, anus and even the groin
or thigh. Genital warts are usually
soft, fleshy swellings that can range
from miniscule to large. The most
common way that HPV is transmitted
is through genital contact with an in¬
fected person. Even if you just bump
and grind and don’t have sex, you can
still contract HPV. Additionally, when
one gets tested for STDs, HPV is not
included in those tests. This is simply
because no practical test is available.
Luckily, most cases of HPV will
have little to no effect on the infected
person. Most people’s immune sys¬
tems will clear a case of HPV on their
own. Once the virus is “cleared” it can¬
not be passed to another person, but
it is difficult to tell exactly when that
is. There is no “cure” for HPV. Medi¬
cal treatments to remove the warts are
available, but can be very uncomfort¬
able. Natural treatments (like FON
oils “Warts no More”) are also on the
market and have gotten good reviews,
but they can be expensive.
Though rare, it is possible that HPV
can cause cervical, anal or penile can¬
cer. To prevent this, women should
make sure they have their annual pap
tests performed. Most of the women
who develop cervical cancer were
not screened regularly. Also, there is
a vaccine (Gardasil) for the strains of
HPV which are most commonly linked

“Juno” Breaks the Teen Movie Mold
SCOTT PIERCE
STAFF WRITER

Unlike Jamie Lynn Spears, who
while being pregnant at 16 is report¬
edly
receiving
more than a six¬
digit compensa¬
tion for selling
her story, the
titular
charac¬
ter of the film
“Juno” is simply
trying to live her
life in small town Minnesota - leaving
her inevitable future status in hipster-

dom intact. It is pointless for me to
describe what this film is about as I
am sure all of you most likely know.
If not, you probably pretty much got
it - overly cool nerdy girl gets pregnant
and deals with it sanely while possess¬
ing a huge amount of quirkiness and
dry wit. Luckily (or sadly showing the
state of the Hollywood studio system),
due to three golden globe nominations,
you can now see this film outside of
major cities.
I’m not going to lie - I was kind of
scared about seeing this film due to a
presumed notion that “Juno” would be
laden with too-cool-for-school pop cul¬

ture references, taking me away from
the narrative of the story and offering
me wise-beyond-their-years advice from
teens. Honestly, I was afraid of some¬
thing like “Dawson’s Creek,” wrapped
in a packaged facade of something de¬
fined as edgy with a nice alternative
bow. And yes, at some points, you do
get that - as embodied in the opening
scenes with Juno standing in normal in¬
die territory drinking her Sunny D on
the way for yet another pregnancy test.
And yes, for movie dorks like me, it is
laughable and even somewhat offensive
to argue that Hershell Gordon Lewis is
a more profound director than Dario

Argento. However, due to strong per¬
formances, the film truly does become
something poignant and special.
What made this movie, all in all,
was Ellen Page’s performance. Again,
I was truly afraid that Page’s character
would only provide overly wise advice
for someone who is 16, but what I got
was something completely different. As
Juno experiences the denial sometimes
associated with love, the fears associ¬
ated with her unborn child and high
school expectations, we are able to un¬
wrap the “Dawson’s Creek” facade and
truly see who Juno is as a person - mi¬
nus the sarcasm. We are able to see

to genital warts and cervical cancer.
However, there are many strains of
HPV (over 30 that cause genital warts
and cervical cancer) but the vaccine
covers only four.
To prevent HPV, one can complete¬
ly abstain from sexual contact (yeah,
right), condoms also help a little, and
there’s the vaccine for women. There’s
not a lot you can do, but if you do get
HPV, make any sexual partners aware
of your condition and avoid passing it
to others.
The next most common STD in the
US is genital herpes. One out of every
5 Americans have had a genital HSV
(Herpes simplex virus) infection. Her¬
pes is caused by two types of viruses,
HSV-1 and HSV-2. HSV-2 is the cause
of most cases of genital herpes. HSV-1
more commonly causes “cold sores”
but can cause genital herpes as well.
Genital herpes is common because,
like HPV, most people don’t know that
they have it before passing it on.
The symptoms of genital herpes
are recurrent painful genital sores, but
many who are infected have minor
symptoms (which could be mistaken
for a bug bite) or no symptoms at all.
HSV is contracted through genital con¬
tact with skin that has been infected
with the HSV virus. The virus can be
released from sores or from apparently
healthy skin. Yes, you can get herpes
from someone who appears complete¬
ly disease free. As with HPV, wearing
a condom will not necessarily protect
you from contracting genital herpes,
but it can reduce the risk.
HSV can be diagnosed by a doc¬
tor through the visual inspection of
a typical outbreak and then testing a
sample from the sore. A blood test
is also available for both strains, but
the results are not always 100 percent
accurate. There is no cure for genital
herpes, but antiviral medications can
be taken to reduce outbreaks and pre¬
vent transmission.
Unlike HPV, HSV does not cause
cancer and will usually be nothing
more than annoying. Rarely, pregnant
women can pass a potentially fatal
HSV infection to their babies. In cases
where the mother has HSV a cesarean
section is performed. Also, having
HSV can make one more susceptible
to HIV and can make HIV more likely
to be passed on. To protect yourself
against HSV you can abstain from
sexual contact or remain in a monoga¬
mous relationship, in which both part¬
ners have been tested.
This article has only covered two of
the most common STDs in the United
States. There are many more with se¬
rious consequences. To protect your¬
self, only have sex with partners you
know and trust, always use condoms
and GET TESTED! Most people pass
on STDs simply because they didn’t
know they had one. Don’t ruin your
sex life or someone else’s.
All of my information and numbers
have been gathered from the CDC’s
(Center for Disease Control) web site
on sexually transmitted diseases. For
more information please visit their site
www.cdc.gov/.

Juno

Mi
mu
SEIGSE,
Starring Ellen Page,
Michael Cera
someone who is delicate, vulnerable
and trying to do the best she knows
how in a situation that requires a tough
exterior.

